
The Doctrines of Grace: Perseverance of the Saints 
Romans 8:28-30; John 10:22-30; I Peter 1:1-9 

 
INTRO: From my senior year in high school, all the way through 
college, and all the way through seminary, from the time I was 17-27, 
I worked as a youth leader in the church. I went on all sorts of youth 
retreats and summer youth conferences and mission trips. And one 
thing I learned very quickly and remembered every trip, was that you 
had to make sure to bring every child you took with you back home. 
And so at every gas station stop or every stop at Spanish Fort, 
Alabama, for lunch, we made sure to get a head count for every bus or 
car with us. Because we couldn’t show back up in the parking lot at the 
end of the trip and say, “Sorry, we lost her, I don’t know where she 
is.” Or, “Sorry, he didn’t want to come back home, so we just left him 
there.” It doesn’t work that way.  

And yet the idea is present in the church that God does work 
that way; that God either is not powerful enough to bring those He 
has saved all the way home or He just chooses not to do it; that God 
loses some of His sheep; that we can lose our salvation – since we 
decided to follow Jesus by our own free will, like on Twitter, we can 
decide to unfollow Jesus by our own free will. But if you know what 
the P of TULIP stands for, or even if this series has been your first 
exposure to the doctrines of grace, you probably know what I’m going 
to say this morning: that those whom God has chosen out of the world, 
those for whom Christ Jesus died to secure their redemption, 
propitiation, reconciliation, & complete salvation, those whom the 
Holy Spirit regenerates and effectually brings to Christ, will certainly 
not be lost, but will be preserved to the end, they will be brought home, 
they cannot lose their salvation, and the triune God will not lose them. 
In the words of our Confession of Faith, “They, whom God has accepted 
in His Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by His Spirit, can 
neither totally, nor finally, fall away from the state of grace: but shall 
certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved” (17.1). 
As one pastor put it, if Total Depravity speaks of grace needed, and 
Unconditional Election speaks of grace planned, and Limited 
Atonement speaks of grace secured, and Irresistible Grace speaks of 
grace applied, then Perseverance of the Saints speaks of grace victorious! 
(Reisinger) 

Now, this is probably the one point of the five points where 
there’s the most agreement between Christians of different theological 

flavors. Lots of people would say they believe that you can’t lose your 
salvation; usually you hear it called “eternal security,” or “once saved 
– always saved.” But there’s often a lot of confusion when the truth is 
framed that way. You see, some would say that if you have “asked Jesus 
into your heart,” if you’ve prayed a prayer or walked an aisle or raised 
your hand at a revival or joined a church, if you’ve been “saved,” then 
that’s it; you can bet your bottom dollar that no matter how you live, 
no matter what your life looks like after that religious experience, no 
matter what your relationship to God or the church is after that 
moment, you’re in. Once saved, always saved.  

But the problem is that such a way of putting the Bible’s 
teaching is truncated; that is, it’s a half truth posing as a whole truth, 
which in the end, as the saying goes, becomes no truth at all. What the 
Bible teaches, as we’re about to see, is that God will indeed preserve 
His elect, but that He does it by ensuring that they persevere in faith, 
hope, love, and holiness. Here’s a better way of putting it: “IF saved, 
always saved.” 

And so on the one hand we need to beware of the teaching 
that says you can be truly saved today and then lose that salvation 
tomorrow; and on the other hand we need to beware the teaching that 
says that a professing believer is secure no matter how he or she lives. 
So I want us to consider two things this morning: I. God will preserve 
His elect to the end; and II. God will cause His elect to persevere 
to the end. Some of you this morning are fearful saints, filled with 
doubts and anxieties and despair concerning your salvation. You lack 
assurance. You especially need to listen to point one. Others of you 
are flippant saints, or even false professors, filled with presumption, 
laziness, lawlessness. You have a false assurance. You especially need 
to listen to point two. I don’t know which one you are; but really we 
all need to hear both points. Because if we truly belong to Jesus then 
we’re going to struggle along the way with fearfulness and flippancy, 
despair and presumption.  
 
I. God will preserve His elect to the end. 
 The Bible clearly teaches that God’s elect cannot lose their 
salvation, because God keeps them. John 10 and Romans 8 state the 
matter as plainly as it’s possible to state it. I could have preached this 
entire series from John 6 and 10. Because all the doctrines of grace are 
there. We’ve already looked at John 10 when we studied limited 
atonement. But I want you to see what Jesus says there about the 



perseverance of the saints. First though, remember what He said in 
John 6:38ff. – “I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will 
but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent 
me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise 
it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and 
I will raise him up on the last day.” Jesus says He will lose nothing “of 
all that the Father has given Him.” What is He referring to there?  
 Well, John 10 reminds us, He’s referring to His sheep, those 
men and women and boys and girls that the Father has given to Him 
(29). What does Jesus say about His sheep? (27-30) “My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one 
is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are 
one.” When God gives you to Jesus, when Jesus lays down His life for 
you, when the Spirit causes you to be born again and believe in Jesus, 
then you receive eternal life. You will never perish. You are completely 
secure, completely safe in the hand of Jesus. And not just in Jesus’ 
hand! He says that you are in the Father’s hand as well. You are doubly 
safe and secure. If you’re online, then you’ve given some thought to 
the security of your data and information. You have passwords and 
user names, and you probably have to write them down so that you 
won’t forget them. But even if you have the “strongest” password, 
there are ways that hackers can snatch away your data, even your 
money. So Google has come up with a ingenious way to doubly protect 
folks who have a Gmail or Google account, called 2-Step Verification. 
You don’t just have a password, but every time you login into a new 
computer, they text you a unique six digit number. They assume that 
only you will have your cellphone with you. It’s much better protection 
than merely a password. Jesus is saying here that His sheep have double 
protection. No one can hack into this account, no one can figure out 
the password to steal you away from the triune God.  
 Why can no one snatch you out of God’s hand? Well, think 
first about Jesus’ hand – it’s because His death is not in vain. The 
context of this passage, you recall, is Jesus saying that He lays down 
His life for the sheep (10:15). He’s not going to let you be lost – He 
paid far too much for you to ever let you go. I mean, think about 
something you’ve bought, and then lost. Have you ever bought 
groceries at Walmart and then left them there? You get home, and you 

realize that you left the bag with the butter in it at the cash register, and 
you have to have butter for that cake you want to make. Now maybe 
you’d drive back to Walmart to get it, just for the principle of the thing, 
you paid for it. But maybe you’d say, “It’s just 3 bucks” and borrow 
butter from your neighbor. But imagine that you accidentally leave 
your smartphone there or your wedding ring falls off there. You’re not 
going to say, “Oh well, no big deal.” No, you’ve paid a great price for 
that, you’re going to go find it. Jesus purchased you at the cost of His 
life, He will not let you go. Listen to how Charles Spurgeon put it: 
“Here is your security, you are the Lord’s portion, and he will not be 
robbed of his heritage. We are in a hand that bears the scar of the nail; 
we are hidden in the cleft of a rock – a rock that was riven for us near 
1900 years ago. None can pluck us from the hand that redeemed us; 
its pressure is too warm with love and strong with might for that.” 
[quoted in Peet/Benton] 
 Why can no one snatch you out of the Father’s hand? Because 
His purposes are eternal, and cannot be defeated. That’s what Paul is 
saying in Romans 8:28-30. The God who foreknew you, and 
predestined you to become conformed to the image of His Son, and 
who called you effectually to Himself, and who justified you, will 
glorify you. It’s so certain, so sure, that Paul can speak about it in the 
past tense, as if it’s already an accomplished fact. Because for all intents 
and purposes, it is! If God has called and justified you, He will, without 
a doubt, bring you home to be with Him. That golden chain holds fast 
to the end, there are no broken links.   
 
II. God will cause His elect to persevere to the end. 
 To understand the Bible’s teaching on the security of the 
believer, you have to hold this second point together with the first. 
God does preserve His people, but He does it by graciously and 
sovereignly enabling them to persevere, to endure to the end. Jesus 
explicitly says it in Matthew 10:22, “It is the one who has endured to 
the end who will be saved.” The race must be finished, the course must 
be completed, and what the Bible teaches is that God is the one who 
enables His people to do just that.  

Look at just two passages that teach this, I Peter 1 and 
Philippians 1:6. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 



in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” Note, God 
has caused us to be born again; we have been born again in order to 
obtain an imperishable, undefiled, and unfading inheritance; this 
inheritance is reserved in heaven for us; God protects us by His power 
that we might receive this salvation that is ready to be revealed on the 
last day. But note, how does God protect us? THROUGH FAITH.  

That is, He keeps us in faith, so that as verse 9 says, we might 
obtain as the outcome of our faith the salvation of our souls. Without 
faith, there would be no salvation; but without God’s power, there 
would be no faith. His power keeps us, and it keeps us through a 
specific means, a specific path, that of faith. Peter puts it another way 
in the first few verses – we are chosen according to the Father’s 
foreknowledge, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus 
Christ and be sprinkled with His blood. That sanctifying work of the 
Spirit that leads us to obedience is never separated from the electing 
purposes of God, even as Paul says in Romans 8:29 – we are 
predestined to conformity to Christ’s image.  
 Paul says essentially the same thing in Philippians 1:6 – He who 
began a good work in you will perfect it till the day of Christ Jesus. He 
will enable us to work out our salvation with fear in trembling – He is 
the one at work in us both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
It might be in fits and starts; it might be really slow at times; but God 
is going to finish what He’s started. It’s not you causing yourself to 
persevere; it’s God who enables you endure, to work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling. Salvation is by grace from beginning to end.  

So here’s the thing: security is inseparable from perseverance. 
It’s not merely that God will preserve us, if we belong to Him; it’s that 
He will preserve us by causing us to persevere in the faith, in holiness, 
in obedience, in Christlikeness, to the end. He will ever-increasingly 
mold us and shape us to look more like Jesus throughout our journey 
to the Celestial City. And if you don’t persevere in faith, hope, love, 
and holiness; if you don’t continue in Christ’s word (John 8:31); if you 
don’t endure to the end (Matt. 10:22); if you don’t remain in Christ 
(John 15); then what that means is that you were never a Christian to 
begin with. As John puts it in I John 2:19, “They went out from us, 
but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown 
that they all are not of us.” There are passages that speak of people 
falling away from the faith, and we know that by our own experience 

as well. There is such a thing as a false professor, someone who looks 
like a Christian but really isn’t. This is exactly what Jesus was speaking 
of in the parable of the soils, when He said that the rocky soil was the 
man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he 
has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when 
temptation or affliction or persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately he falls away.  
  Within the church there are wheat and weeds, and the 
warnings that on the surface seem to be saying that you can lose your 
salvation, such as Hebrews 6 and 10, or II Peter 2, are addressed to the 
church as a mixed multitude. And it’s precisely by those warnings that 
God spurs true Christians on to persevere to the end.  
 
 Just a few thoughts of application in closing (I’m going to be 
finishing up this series over the next two weeks by looking more closely 
at some implications of the doctrines of grace): 
 1. This truth is the bedrock of our confidence in the Christian 
life. Because we know that nothing can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus, because we know that His purposes will be 
accomplished, because we know that Jesus has died for us, we can have 
complete assurance that we belong to Him and He will never let us go. 
 2. This teaching in no way provides license for sin, but spurs 
us on to holiness. If you say, “If I believe that then I can live however 
I want!” then you don’t yet understand what the Bible teaches about 
the perseverance of the saints. No, as the author to the Hebrews says, 
God desires “that each one of us show the same diligence so as to 
realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that we will not be 
sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises” (Heb. 6:12). Far from leading to lawlessness, this truth 
should leads to a passion for holiness. It should lead us to make our 
calling and election sure, as Peter puts it in II Peter 1. 
 Does that mean that if we don’t see a passion for holiness in 
our lives that we should conclude that we’re not true believers? Maybe. 
Some of you are false professors, not true believers, Pharisees of Matt. 
23. But listen to our Confession of Faith, in the chapter on perseverance: 
“The saints may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, 
the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the 
means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins; and, for a time, 
continue therein: whereby they incur God’s displeasure, and grieve His 
Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of their graces and 



comforts, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded, 
hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon 
themselves.” True believers can slide far, far away from Christ, even to 
the point of being excommunicated from the church because of an 
unrepentant spirit. But if they are the elect of God, He will bring them 
back in due time; and it’s precisely this truth of the perseverance of the 
saints that should draw us back to Christ when we fall away from Him.  
  
CONC: John Bunyan, the author of Pilgrim’s Progress, once said, 
“There are two ditches on either side of the road to heaven. The one 
is the ditch of despair, and the other is the ditch of presumption. In 
front of the ditch of despair, God has placed a row of hedges made of 
promises to keep the poor pilgrim from despair in times of defeat. In 
front of the ditch of presumption, he has placed another row of hedges 
made up of fearful warnings to keep the poor pilgrim from presuming 
on the grace of God.” I pray that God even through this sermon might 
keep us from despair and presumption, fear and flippancy; may He 
cause us to cling to the promises, and heed the warnings, that we might 
persevere to the end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


