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PREFACE 

     “The spirit of missions is the spirit of the gospel.” The following 

meditations (based on John 17 and John 10:17-18) seek to develop 

from a variety of angles the truth of that statement. I have written 

these pages as a companion for private worship (often referred to 

today as a “quiet time”) during the week of the 2015 Missions Festi-

val of Pear Orchard Presbyterian Church in Ridgeland, Mississippi. 

But they are appropriate for any believer in Jesus Christ, at any time. 

     In 1831, Presbyterian pastor John Holt Rice declared, “The Pres-

byterian Church in the United States is a missionary society, and 

every member of the church is a life member of the same, and 

bound in maintenance of his Christian character to do all in his 

power for the accomplishment of that object.” Nothing has 

changed nearly two hundred years later. Whether you are a member 

of the Presbyterian church, or any other church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, your purpose in life is to glorify God by spreading the 

knowledge of His glory in the face of Christ as widely as you can.  

     Every Christian has a missionary calling of some sort, and is 

called by grace to possess a missionary spirit and missionary habits. 

Thomas Smyth, a 19th century Presbyterian pastor, explains what a 

missionary spirit and missionary habits are: “To have a missionary 

spirit, is to be anxiously desirous that the gospel be made known to 

all that are ‘sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death…

perishing for lack of knowledge.’ And a missionary practice or habit, 

is the habit of carrying out this desire, first, by praying that mission-

aries may be raised up and sent forth by the Lord of the harvest, 

into every part of his vineyard; secondly, by contributing as far as 

we can towards meeting the necessary expense of sending and sup-

porting these missionaries; and thirdly, by uniting with zeal in such 

efforts as will promote this spirit, and secure this habit.” May the 

Lord use this booklet to further such a spirit and habits within the 

hearts of His people, for the fame of His name among the nations. 

     Caleb Cangelosi  
     January 2015 
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DAY 1 - JOHN 17 

     If someone asked you why you’re here, what your purpose was 

on earth, you might very well answer (especially if you grew up in a 

Presbyterian church), “I’m here, I exist, my chief purpose is to glori-

fy God and to enjoy Him forever.” But have you ever wondered 

why you are still here? Why are you here on earth and not in heaven 

with Jesus, where you would no longer struggle with sin, where you 

would fully enjoy God’s glory? Why didn’t God immediately take 

you home after saving you? Why did He leave you here on earth to 

suffer and struggle? In John 17:24, Jesus says that He wants His 

people to be with Him where He is, to see His glory – so why in 

verse 15 does He ask the Father not to take you out of the world?     

     The simple answer is that you are here – you are still here – be-

cause you have a job to do, a work to accomplish. And it’s as you 

accomplish that work that you glorify God, just as Jesus says about 

Himself in verse 4, “I glorified You on the earth, having accom-

plished the work which You have given Me to do.” So what is your 

work? What is your job description? What are you to be about as a 

believer still on this earth? What is your family’s job? What is your 

church to be about as a church?  

     To answer that question, you must notice four very important 

prepositions that Jesus uses in reference to His people. We’ll look at 

three today, and one tomorrow. God loves grammar, and He espe-

cially loves prepositions (see the prepositions in Ephesians 2:8-10!).  

     John 17 is Jesus’ prayer at the end of what is usually called the 

Upper Room Discourse, the words He spoke to His disciples in 

conjunction with the Last Supper just before He was betrayed by 

Judas, arrested and executed on a Roman cross. He knew that He 

was about to die and return to His Father in glory. “The hour” that 

had come in verse 1 refers to the hour of His suffering, death, resur-

rection and ascension. Thus in verse 11, we read, “I am no longer in 

the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to 

You…” There Jesus acknowledges His departure from this world, 

and there you find Jesus’ first very important preposition – you are 
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in the world.  

     But Jesus uses another very important preposition in reference to 

you: you are in this world, but you are not of this world, even as He 

is not of this world (John 17:14, 16). Now clearly Jesus isn’t of this 

world – His essential being is heavenly; He came into this world as 

the Word of God become flesh to dwell among us, and now He is 

going back to His Father as the God-Man forever. But what about 

you? You aren’t divine, you’re only human. 

     To understand what Jesus means when He says you are not of 

this world, you have to note the third very important preposition in 

verse 6 – Christians are those whom the Father gave to the Son out 

of the world. From before the foundation of the world you be-

longed to the Father, you were His, and He gave you to His Son as 

a love-gift. Therefore you are not of the world – you have been 

born again supernaturally into newness of life; you are a new crea-

tion, you are of a new realm, you have a new citizenship, your origin 

and character are divine in a very real sense just like Jesus’. So you 

don’t think like the world, you don’t have the same desires as the 

world, you don’t have the same purposes as the world, you don’t 

have the same habits or lifestyle as the world.  

     Your job description is found in the fourth very important prep-

osition, which we’ll look at tomorrow. Today, if you belong to Jesus, 

if you have trusted in Him alone for your salvation, ask yourself: do 

I recognize that though I am in the world, I am not of the world, 

for God has chosen me out of the world? This is your identity, and 

identity must precede task. Who you are in Christ is the foundation 

of what you do for Christ. Your work for God is grounded in God’s 

work in and for you. You have been chosen by grace, given lovingly 

to the Son by the Father. You no longer belong to this world’s pat-

tern of thinking, feeling, and living. From these realities should flow 

a deep sense of worth and confidence before God, as well as a de-

sire for holiness – and, as tomorrow’s meditation will show, your 

calling and mission. 
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DAY 2 - JOHN 17 

     Yesterday we saw three very important prepositions that Jesus 

uses about His people in His prayer in John 17: you are not of the 

world, for God has chosen you out of the world by His grace. But 

you are still in the world. Recall John 17:15 - in the middle of Jesus 

repeating Himself that you are not of the world, He says that He 

isn’t praying that the Father would take you out of the world. 

     And now we come to your job description, the fourth very im-

portant preposition Jesus uses in this chapter. Look at verse 18 – 

“As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 

world.” There it is! Your job, your calling, your work, your mission, 

is to go into the world. More specifically, it’s to go into the world 

speaking the apostolic word of truth so that the world might believe 

in Christ. For in verse 20 Jesus states, “I do not ask on behalf of 

these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word.” 

You are to go into the world speaking the word of truth in love; no-

tice in verse 21 Jesus’ desire that His people would be one, and in 

verse 26 that the Father’s love would be in us.  

     Now, to be sure, Jesus is referring first and foremost to His 

apostles, the ones He sent as His official representatives. But there 

came a day when the apostles died, and their word still needed to go 

into all the nations so that Christ’s other sheep might believe that 

He is the Christ, the Son of God, and might have life in His name 

(John 20:31). Whose job is that? It’s your job! See, you aren’t called 

just to sit back and wait till people come to you; you are to go out to 

them with the word and love. Notice 17:17 and 19; by and in His 

truth God has sanctified you, set you apart, separated you from the 

world, separated you from sin and for righteousness in order that 

He might send you back into the world to be of service to the world 

(see also John 10:36).  

     This means that you exist for the glory of God as your ultimate 

end, but your proximate end, one of the main ways that you glorify 

God, is to accomplish this work that He has given you to do. You 

don’t exist for yourself, but you exist for God, and you exist for the 
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world, for the lost. You are still here on earth for those who are not 

members of the church, who are still dead in their sins and trans-

gressions, who do not know Jesus Christ, who don’t believe in Him 

or His word. That’s your job – you have been chosen and called out 

of the world; so that you are no longer of the world; but you’re still 

in the world; and Jesus sends you into the world with the message 

of hope, life, joy, peace and truth in Him alone. Jesus continues His 

work through you “to Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and the ut-

termost parts of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

     Today, consider: where is Jesus sending you? Into what corner of 

the world is Jesus sending you? Just as God gave Jesus a definite 

work, a definite scope and a particular calling, so He’s given each 

one of His children peculiar gifts, and a peculiar arena in which He 

calls us to bring the word of God in love to the lost. You find your 

missionary calling all around you. Draw concentric circles to see 

where Jesus is sending you. What is your Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 

and the ends of the earth? God is sending you into your family, into 

your neighborhood, into your workplace, into your hobbies and in-

terests and clubs, into your town and county and region, into the 

nations. Will you answer His call? Will you be obedient to His com-

mission? Will you go where he sends you?  

DAY 3 - JOHN 17 

     In the past two days, you have seen that Jesus has given you a 

job: He has sent you into the world, to bring to the nations His gos-

pel and His love. This task can seem overwhelming, and you may 

feel yourself to be ill-prepared. Yet John 17 reminds you that as you 

embark upon this high calling, you do not go out unequipped. For 

your Savior has furnished you with what you need to do His bid-

ding. This glorious passage is too rich to savor all it teaches on this 

score, but consider four of His gifts. 

     First of all, He has given you a pattern to copy, namely, His own 

incarnation (17:18). He has sent His people as the Father sent Him. 

Did Jesus give up His glory to come to earth (17:5)? So you must go 

into the world humbly, denying yourself for the sake of the lost – 
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this work is costly. Did Jesus come to suffer and die? So you must 

go into the world ready to suffer at the hands of the world (17:14). 

Did Jesus dwell among sinners, taking the initiative to come and to 

seek out the lost? So you too must dwell among the world (even 

while refusing to be conformed to this world, Romans 12:1-2), seek-

ing out the lost. Missions, is not merely to be centripetal like a tub 

drain, but centrifugal like a washing machine; He calls you not only to 

attract people in, but to go out to find them, to be a fisher of men. 

 Second, He has given you a confidence. Yes, the world hates 

you (17:14), and the evil one is prowling about like a roaring lion 

(17:15). Your pilgrimage is perilous – but your safety is assured! Re-

member who you are: you belong to God the Father; you are one 

whom the Father has given to His Son. Nothing can snatch you out 

of the Father’s hand (John 10:28-29). Jesus has prayed that the Fa-

ther keep you in His name, that is, keep you loyal to Him (17:11); 

and He has prayed that the Father keep you from the evil one 

(17:15). “On the Rock of Ages founded, what can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, thou mayst smile at all thy foes.” 

Not only do you have confidence in your identity, you have confi-

dence in the power of the gospel. God has chosen a people for 

Himself; and so you go into the world speaking and serving and 

praying and loving with great boldness – knowing that God is sov-

ereign, and that therefore all those whom the Father has given to 

the Son will come to Him, and the one who comes to Jesus He will 

certainly not cast out (John 6:37).  

 Third, He has given you a Comforter. Though not mentioned 

in John 17, yet the presence of the Holy Spirit pervades the entire 

Upper Room Discourse in John 14-17. He is the one “with you for-

ever” (14:16), who “abides with you and [is] in you” (14:17). He is 

the one who teaches you all things, brings to your remembrance all 

that Jesus said, and guides you into all the truth (14:26; 16:13). He is 

the one who bears witness to Christ through our own bearing wit-

ness (15:26-27). He is the one who convicts the world concerning 

sin and righteousness and judgment (16:8-11). He is your Helper, 

your Comforter, your Advocate, your Intercessor.  
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 Finally, Jesus has given you a challenge, namely, to be one, to 

be perfected in unity (17:21, 23). Unity is foundational to the mis-

sion of the church. It is as the world sees the love among believers 

that they will know we are Christ’s disciples; for the love of the Fa-

ther is shown forth in the love Christians have for one another 

(17:23). The church is to be bound together in love to such a degree 

that when people come among us, or when we go out into the 

world together, they say, “Look how they love one another – where 

do they get that love?” And the answer of course, is that we have 

been loved by God with the same love with which He has loved 

His Son (23)! Do unbelievers sense the love that you have for your 

brothers and sisters and for them? One pastor summed it up well: 

“The biggest barriers to effective evangelism according to the pray-

er of Jesus are not so much outdated methods, or inadequate 

presentations of the gospel, as realities like gossip, jealousy, backbit-

ing, an unforgiving spirit, a root of bitterness, self-preoccupation, 

greed, selfishness, and every other form of lovelessness.” When you 

fail to love you are veiling the beauty and power of the gospel that 

is preached from the pulpit and from your mouth. But when you 

love, even across racial and political and social class boundaries, the 

world takes notice, and its ears open to the word. God has heard 

and will answer Jesus’ prayer. So go forth into the world with joy! 

DAY 4 - JOHN 10:17-18 

     Yesterday we saw that as we go into the world we have a pattern 

to copy – Jesus’ being sent by the Father to accomplish the work  

He had given Him to do (John 17:4; see John 4:34; 5:17). The 

church has historically summarized Jesus’ work under the headings 

of prophet, priest, and king. The priestly aspect is arguably the most 

important element of why the Father sent Him. John 17 has been 

called Christ’s high priestly prayer for His people; but the height of 

His priestly work was what He mentions in 10:17-18, laying down 

His life as a sacrifice to save sinners.  

     The Bible also says that He has made His people to be priests in 

Him. Just as your adoptive sonship reflects Jesus’ natural 
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sonship, so your priesthood reflects His priesthood, especially in this 

sense: you must be animated, motivated and impelled by the same 

principles which moved Him as He laid down His life a sacrifice for 

sinners. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is the pattern and model for 

your work; it is the primary thing that should inform, influence, im-

pact, and motivate your missionary effort.  

     How does the cross spur us on to a missionary spirit and prac-

tice? Consider first Jesus’ passion for God’s glory. When we think 

about the cross, we often and rightly think about it as the place 

where God punished His Son for the sin of His people; He poured 

out His just and holy wrath on Jesus as our substitute, in our place. 

He made the sinless Jesus to be sin for us; He laid our guilt upon 

Jesus, and then made Him pay the penalty that our sin deserved: 

death. The word the Bible uses for this reality of the cross is the 

word “propitiation” – His death propitiates, pacifies, satisfies the 

wrath and anger of God against our sin, that God might be just and 

the justifier of those who have faith in Jesus. Many hate this under-

standing of the cross. They don’t believe that God is angry against 

sin, and they are offended by the idea that God would punish His 

Son for our sins, some even going so far as to call the biblical teach-

ing of the cross “cosmic child abuse.”  

     How do we respond to that kind of charge? One of the best ways 

is to look at how Jesus Himself approached the cross. He says in 

John 10:17-18, “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, 

and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I have 

received from my Father.” For Jesus, the sacrifice of the cross was 

first and foremost an act of obedience to the commandment of His 

Father, an act of worship, piety, and devotion, gladly and willingly 

rendered out of love for His Father’s holiness and glory. To love 

God is to reverence Him, to have a passion for His glory, His hon-

or, His holiness and justice. This is precisely the love that Jesus had 

for His Father.  
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     Sin ultimately robs God of glory, it falls short of the glory of 

God; He is deserving of all glory, but like three years olds on a bath-

room wall we have smeared His glory with filth. If God is to save 

us, He must save us in a way that maintains His glory and honor; 

that’s why He can’t just sweep our sins under the rug and pretend 

they never happened; that would be just as detrimental to His honor 

and glory as the sin itself. So Hebrews 9:22 says that without the 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins, because God’s 

glory demanded sin be punished. Jesus knew this and embraced it 

willingly. In the words of 19th century Presbyterian pastor James 

Henley Thornwell (from whose sermon the mediations of Days 4, 5 

and 6 are adapted), He “could not brook the thought that man 

should be saved at the peril of the Divine glory, and whatever His 

Father’s honor demanded He was prepared to render at any cost of 

self-denial to Himself.” That’s why He laid down His life as a sacri-

fice to propitiate sin – as an act of obedient worship, for His Fa-

ther’s glory.  

     In the same way, that passion for God’s glory among the nations 

must be your primary motivation as you speak forth the beauty of 

His holiness and of the cross of Jesus that met the demands of that 

holiness. It’s a passion for His glory that moves Christians to offer 

even their bodies as a living and holy sacrifice in missionary service. 

Your zeal and jealousy for God’s name must not only be the 

“steady, settled, pervading principle of the Christian life,” but of 

missions as well.  

     Why do you want to see sinners converted? First and foremost 

because you are passionately concerned for God’s honor and name, 

which their rebellion defaces and slanders. How would you feel if 

your country, or your college, or your wife, or children, or friend, 

were spoken against? Does your soul burn with the same passion 

and jealousy for God’s name, even as Paul’s spirit was provoked 

within him as he saw the idolatry in Athens? And does this spur you 

on to tell people about Jesus that they might be converted and glori-

fy rather than blaspheme God? John Piper puts it beautifully, 

“Missions exist because worship doesn’t…Worship is the fuel and 
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goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions because in missions we 

simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of 

God’s glory… But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for 

God in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching. You can’t 

commend what you don’t cherish. When the flame of worship 

burns with the heat of God’s true worth, the light of missions will 

shine to the most remote peoples on earth.”  

     Are you zealous/jealous for our God’s glory? The more you are, 

the more you will desire men and women and boys and girls to bow 

the knee in submission to and delight in Him. The less you are, the 

easier it is to forget and deny the truth that we are not of the world; 

you become guilty of the error of accommodation, and as you go 

into the world you become just like the world. When you lose your 

passion for God’s glory, you begin to compromise. You stop talking 

about sin or the cross. You stop caring about holiness or truth. The 

church’s calling is to go into the world as a holy nation, refusing to 

compromise, living for His glory above all things, proclaiming the 

sacrifice of the one who died willingly and obediently for sinners, so 

that they might have the same passion for God’s glory that He had. 

DAY 5 - JOHN 10:17-18 

     Yesterday, we considered how the Son’s passion for the Father’s 

glory spurs us on to a similar passion in the work of missions. The 

Son’s passion for His Father’s glory isn’t very surprising. Yet think 

about it: He might have maintained His Father’s honor by consign-

ing us all to hell. What is surprising is the other motive that moved 

Him deep within: the pity and compassion for guilty, dead, lost, mis-

erable sinners, that led Him to lay down His life for His sheep.  

     Of course, this pity runs deep within the Father’s heart as well; 

the idea that the Father is a crotchety old man who has to be con-

vinced to love sinners by Jesus is completely unbiblical; “For God 

so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…” Jesus was 

filled with that same heart of mercy and grace. The obedience that 

He rendered to His Father’s command to sacrifice Himself wasn’t 

some sort of distasteful, hold your nose obedience. He did it with 
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joy, because of His great love for sinners. Recall what Matthew said 

of Him at the end of Matthew 9: “Seeing the people, Jesus felt com-

passion for them, because were distressed and downcast like sheep 

without a shepherd.” It was that sight that led Him to the cross, and 

that led Him to say to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to 

send out workers into His harvest.” As you go into His harvest 

fields, to gather in the crop, you must go with the same love & con-

cern that He Himself had.  

     Dr. Thornwell puts it eloquently: “They are perishing, and we 

have the bread of life; they are famished with thirst, and we have the 

water of which if a man drink he shall never thirst; they are dead, 

and we have the spirit of life. We have but to announce our Savior’s 

name, to spread the story of the Cross, and we open the door of 

hope to the multitudes that are perishing for lack of knowledge. The 

secret of their misery is sin, and nothing can do them effectual good 

but that blood, offered through the eternal Spirit, which purges the 

conscience and destroys the dominion of this monster. We have but 

to erect the Cross, and the millions who are dying from the stings of 

the fiery serpent may look and live.”  

     When you look in your heart, what do you see? Do you see the 

concern that Jesus had for those who are travelling a one way train 

to eternal condemnation and judgment? Or do you see the selfish-

ness and lovelessness of Jonah, that led him to cry out to God in 

anger when the Ninevites repented at his preaching, “God, this is 

why I ran away to Tarshish, because I knew You were a gracious 

and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkind-

ness, relenting concerning calamity – and I didn’t want the Nine-

vites to repent, I wanted You to judge them.”  

     When your heart is filled with that sort of hatred for the lost, 

when you lose our pity for man’s lostness, then you forget and deny 

that you are in the world and have been sent into the world. You 

disengage from the world, you live in our holy huddle, you form a 

Christian ghetto, withdrawing from the world as much as you can. 
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 You’re in the world but you don’t like it, so you retreat. You only 

gather for yourself, you only spend money on yourself, you only do 

things for yourself. You have a bunker mentality, a defensive men-

tality rather than an offensive, infiltrative mentality, going into the 

world to assail the gates of hell with the words of truth and love. 

Usually connected to this retreatist posture is a misapplication of the 

truth that we have been saved out of the world – we’re arrogant or 

apathetic rather than urgent and active.  

     A lack of love can also be more subtle, yet leading to just as 

much apathy. In our pluralistic world, you may be tempted to think 

that it’s unloving to tell someone that they are lost and will suffer 

eternally unless they repent and trust in Christ. In fact, the opposite 

is true; it’s the most loving thing you can do, and it’s the most 

Christlike thing you can do. Is your lack of evangelistic zeal perhaps 

due to a lurking skepticism that that the lost will really die in their 

sins and spend eternity in hell apart from Christ? 

     Jesus believed in hell; indeed, He suffered hell on the cross for 

all those whom the Father had given Him; and He calls His people 

to go proclaim that death, to sow the seed of the word, from a heart 

filled with mercy and compassion, so that the dead might hear and 

be brought to saving faith, repentance, and life indeed. 

DAY 6 - JOHN 10:17-18 

     The past two days, we have been meditating on how the cross of 

Christ is the pattern for our missionary labors. As we contemplate 

the cross, John 10:17-18 shifts our paradigms. That is, it’s easy to 

think of Jesus on the cross merely as the victim, as one who was 

completely out of control, suffering at the hands of the Jews, the 

Romans, Judas betraying Him, His disciples fleeing Him, Peter 

denying Him, and ultimately the Father forsaking Him. But when 

you are tempted to think along these lines, remember John 10:17-

18.  

     No one took Jesus’ life away from Him; He laid it down of His 

own initiative, authoritatively, in obedience to His Father’s com-

mand from before the foundation of the world, with full knowledge 
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that He would take it up again in resurrection after He had laid it 

down. In a word, on the cross Jesus was active. It wasn’t just that 

Jesus really wanted the Father to be glorified, and really felt bad for 

sinners, and that’s all it was, desire and sentiment – no, He did what 

it took to bring the Father glory and to rescue sinners. It cost him 

dearly, even His own life. He denied Himself and sacrificed His life 

to purchase redemption for His people.  

     Now His people too, priests in Him, are called to operate in the 

same active way. You must lay down your life and sacrifice for the 

salvation of the world. Obviously, you don’t atone for guilt. Only 

Jesus did that. But if Jesus by His sacrifice purchased redemption, 

his people by their sacrifices must make it known. In the same way 

that there were difficulties that had to be overcome to bring salva-

tion to sinners, so there are difficulties that you will and must en-

counter in spreading that salvation abroad.  

     Indeed, the heart of the Christian life is sacrifice. “Deny your-

self” is the call of discipleship; in Bonhoeffer’s classic words, “When 

Jesus calls a man to Himself, He bids Him come and die.” You are 

called to offer yourself to God as a living sacrifice, treading in the 

footsteps of our Master. Unbelievers can only be saved through the 

word of the gospel, and that word cannot get out to every tribe, 

tongue, people, and nation unless there are sacrifices; indeed, the 

people of God are to fill up “what is lacking in Christ’s afflic-

tions” (Colossians 1:24). All that God has given you, you must be 

ready to part with for the sake of the gospel – whether your riches, 

your comfort, your health, your children, even your life.  

     Living in America has made Christians averse to sacrifice; the 

same was true in nineteenth century America. What hindered the 

spread of the gospel then, and now, in the words of James Henley 

Thornwell, is “that there is so little sacrifice for it. We pray; but 

what is there of agony in our prayers? Who wrestles with God? 

whose soul is burdened with the weight of a perishing world? or 

who takes an hour from his sleep or foregoes a single meal in order 

that he may plead the cause of the millions upon millions who know 
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 not God? And are such prayers sacrifices? Are they more than breath? 

– and can there be any wonder that mere breath should not move 

the Lord of hosts? What was the spirit in which Christ prayed when 

He made His soul and offering for sin? Again, we give; but who, like 

the widow, gives all his living? Who denies himself one luxury or 

refuses one indulgence that he may have the means of contributing 

more to the cause of the Redeemer? How many give only what they 

think they will not miss!...Are such gifts sacrifices, and is it any won-

der that they should stink in the nostrils of the Lord of hosts?...If 

these things are so, it is painfully obvious that the Church collective-

ly is not animated with the spirit of its priesthood; it makes no sacri-

fices for the heathen world, it detains the victims from the altar, and 

the darkness continues to cover the earth and gross darkness the 

people.” The work of missions cannot proceed without sacrifice. 

The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. Thus, dear be-

liever, hear and act on Thornwell’s conclusion, “Let us gird our-

selves for the sacrifices…let us follow in His tracks – we shall know 

them by the blood.” 

     John Leighton Wilson was a leader of the missions effort in the 

Presbyterian Church in the 19th century; he was called to be a mis-

sionary while in seminary, and when he went home to South Caroli-

na to tell his father his plans to go to Africa, he was met with oppo-

sition. As they discussed, Leighton Wilson asked his father to go 

into a room and pray with him about the matter. They did, and be-

gan by praying the Lord’s prayer. His father couldn’t get beyond the 

third petition: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy 

name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.” Brought face to face with the world-embracing affections 

and purposes of God, he could not hold to any small contrary ambi-

tion of his own. He granted his son his blessing. The spirit of mis-

sions is the spirit of the gospel, and the cross of Christ is at the very 

center of the gospel. May the Lord cause your life to be marked by a 

cross-shaped missionary piety, outlined by a passion for God’s glo-

ry, a loving concern for man’s lostness, and willing sacrifice.  
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Thoughts Upon Foreign Missions 

By Benjamin Morgan Palmer 

The following articles were written by Benjamin Morgan Palmer, a Presbyterian pastor in New 
Orleans from 1856-1902. They appeared in the newspaper The Southwestern Presbyteri-

an during the month of March, 1869.  

March 4, 1869 

     Earthly conquerors, in the spirit of gasconade [extravagant boast-

ing], have babbled of universal dominion. But their world has turned 

out to mean only a larger or a smaller section of the earth’s surface; 

whilst the rapidity with which these crazy empires of the sword have 

disintegrated, attests the truth that nothing is weaker than what men 

call force. But the conception of an empire which shall belt the globe, 

and blend into harmony all the jarring tongues of men; which shall es-

tablish the supremacy of reason over passion, and of conscience over 

wrong; the reign of goodness and love, swaying all hearts by the power 

of Truth – this is one of those divine thoughts, like that of Incarnation 

and Redemption, throbbing only in the pages of the Bible.  

     We should expect the splendid suggestion to touch the chord of 

bravery in every Christian breast, and that life and treasure would flow 

like water beneath the standard of the Cross, in this aggressive warfare. 

But, alas! the haze, which hangs over all things that are grand on earth, 

dims the glory of this kingdom to many eyes; and faith overtakes, with 

laggard steps, what is desired only in the prophetic future. The sympa-

thy which is stirred by the near, languishes before the distant; and the 

enthusiasm of the Church cools into indifference, if it does not harden 

into opposition. The apparent fruitlessness of past efforts, for example, 

is adduced in evidence that the whole enterprise is wild and chimerical. 

What, it is asked, has been accomplished, after the stupendous efforts 

of nearly two thousand years, beyond simply transferring Christianity 

from one quarter of the globe to another? If the Church shall continue 

to recede in one direction as far as she advances in another, what hope 

may be cherished of her universal triumph? And if, at this late day, 

three-fourths of the human race remain to be evangelized, how many 

cycles will be required before those sublime prophecies shall be ful-

filled? 
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     To this objection, stated here in its full force, we reply, distinctly, as 

follows: 

     1. It proves too much. Here, in our own Christian land, where the gos-

pel is proclaimed from thousands of pulpits, it would not be extrava-

gant to estimate that one-half of our gross population escapes from its 

control. With the powerful aid of a religious press; with a public Chris-

tian sentiment bearing down with the silent and constant pressure of 

the atmosphere; with religious institutions, entrenched within the pro-

tection of the civil law, how small a proportion of souls who really bow 

before the scepter of our King! Subtract the multitudes who never 

come beneath the shadow of the sanctuary, and then deduct those who 

wait upon its ordinances, without the profession of godliness, and the 

small residuum is the meager roll of such as, in the judgment of charity, 

may be reckoned the true subjects of the Cross. How easily, then, 

might the infidel retort this language of Christian despondency upon 

the Church at home? Your religion, he cries, is proved a failure; if, after 

these vast appliances, the overwhelming majority tramples upon it with 

such disdainful rejection.  

     Do you reply:- This only proves the desperate enmity of the natural 

heart against God, and the severity of that conflict between sin and ho-

liness which must go on to the bitter end in this wretched world? Why 

shall not this be more intensely true of heathen lands, where this native 

depravity is reinforced by the prescription of ancient customs; by the 

sanctity of hoary superstitions; by the power of social caste; and by all 

the influence of government and laws arrayed against a new and thor-

oughly subversive system of thought and worship? In point of fact the 

objection, in either case, misconceives the purpose of God in the proc-

lamation of His truths, which, wherever it goes, at home and abroad, 

will find out and win to Christ, his own elect. His Word will not return 

to Him, void, either here or there. It is carried just where His redeemed 

are to be found; and the fact that they are there, is determined by the 

presence of that Gospel through which they are to be saved. Paul must 

remain eighteen months at Corinth because of the “much people” 

whom the Lord has there. And the Missionary treads the shores of In-

dia or China with the assurance of the same fact. If, then, the Christian 

would not dismantle the sanctuary and disband the ministry at home, 
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nor silence the voice of the Bible in his own land, let him not whisper a 

secret to the skeptic, by which the very batteries of Christianity may be 

turned against his own fortresses. 

     2. The agency of Missions may be an ordained method of preserving Christianity 

upon the earth. This thought is intended to parry the complaint that the 

Church has done little more, in two thousand years, but shift her seat 

from one continent to another. But suppose the Church, in Apostolic 

times, had locked herself within the limits of Palestine, who can pro-

nounce how far her destruction might have been involved in the total 

overthrow of the Jewish nationality? Or, suppose the interests of all 

Christendom had been deposited with the Churches of the Refor-

mation in France and Spain, who can tell whether they would not have 

perished in the almost complete extinction of those Churches in the 

fires of persecution? If Rome had but one neck, the insane wish of Ne-

ro had been realized – of placing his foot at once upon the life of a 

whole people. The wisdom of God seems to provide against this ‘peril’ 

by so diffusing His Church that she is safe from those contingencies 

which sometimes overwhelm a single State in hopeless ruin. 

     Again: Heresies and corruptions spring up in the bosom of the 

Church herself, and she rolls down the swift declension towards utter 

apostasy. If restrained within narrow boundaries, she is in danger of 

being suffocated by the false philosophy and science in which the 

thought of an entire nation is sometimes steeped. Witness the rational-

ism of Germany, today, which, but two centuries ago, was the cradle 

and bulwark of the Reformation. Nothing could be more profusely 

illustrated from the history of the past than this. When Gnosticism 

threatened to poison the theology of the Asiatic Church, this devel-

oped itself in the different mould of Grecian thought. When again 

about to evaporate in the metaphysical subtleties of the Alexandrian 

School, it found refuge in the robust and practical life of Latin Christi-

anity. When the whole Roman Empire subsided beneath the flood of 

Gothic invasion, the Church transferred her treasures to the shores of 

England, to the forests of Germany, and to the mountains of Switzer-

land. Hidden there for ten centuries, she burst from her concealment 

in the vigor and piety of the great Reformation. When overlaid in Eu-

rope by the restrictions of State alliance, she spread her broad wing 
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over intervening oceans, and made a new history for herself in the cab-

ins and chapels of this Western world. In short, Christianity must have 

its own historical outworking in all generations and in all lands. It must 

pass through all the possible forms of human thought, and feel the 

pressure of every actual condition of society. Then, gathering up in her 

grasp all of human experience and knowledge, she may, with the accu-

mulated force, roll back over the path she has once traveled, and repos-

sess the regions which she only seems to abandon. 

     3. Missionary statistics silence this complaint of fruitlessness by showing precisely 

the reverse. Upon no department of Christian labor has the seal of God’s 

blessing been more signally placed. If in one region of the globe a long-

er time is spent in breaking up the fallow ground, the harvest gathered 

has usually been proportioned to the delay. The time is not lost in 

trenching the soil, if a richer culture yields a more abundant return. In 

the sphere of Providence no one waits upon God, in the patient use of 

appointed means, without a reward. And, preeminently, is this true in 

the Kingdom of Grace – the very constitution of which, provides for 

the free development of every virtue springing out of the divine life 

with which a believing soul is impregnated. As to the success of mis-

sionary labor, what favored pastor at home would not gratefully present 

the record of six or seven hundred souls brought to Christ, and united 

to the Church, during a ministry of fifteen years? Yet we have just been 

told this summary of the labors of Rev. Alfred Wright, among the 

Choctaw Indians, after his settlement at Wheelock. Or, if the compari-

son is wanted upon a broader scale, examine the records of the mis-

sions among the Pacific Isles; or the labors of the Moravians, every-

where; and with all the advantages possessed by us at home, no one of 

us can boast against his brother, standing alone amidst the wastes of 

heathenism; to whom the Lord whispers, pointing to a group of native 

converts: “This shall be a token unto thee that I have sent thee.” 

     4. The duty of the Church, in this particular, turns upon no considerations of 

human policy. The evangelization of the globe may be difficult – nay, if 

you please, to human judgment, impracticable. But what place is there 

for these things in a kingdom that is confessed supernatural? The re-

generation of a single soul, under the best auspices, demands the exer-

cise of Infinite power. The salvation of a hemisphere can exact nothing 
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higher. The question of duty is to be settled then, upon other principles 

quite, than either the speculative judgments, or even the recorded expe-

rience of men. The work is ours – the success is His who has enjoined 

it. Is it not by this that the faith, little as the mustard seed, casts moun-

tains into the sea; and that paralytics stretch forth, in simple obedience, 

the withered hand? 

     We greatly fear that in the folds of this objection is coiled a fearful 

skepticism, as to the truth of God. Hath He not said it, not as of a 

thing yet in the future, but contemplated as past – done: “the kingdoms 

of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of Christ?” 

Yea, let God be true, and every whisper of distrust and unbelief be si-

lenced forever. If an honorable man resents, with quickest jealousy, the 

impeachment of his veracity, how much more the great God, who “is 

not a man that he should lie, nor the son of man that he should re-

pent?” 

March 11, 1869 

     A more common objection against Foreign Missions is drawn from 

the destitutions which remain to be overtaken in our own land. In the 

terse language of Mr. Randolph, “the Greeks are at our doors,” why 

should the energies of the Church be scattered abroad, when the ut-

most concentration is imperviously demanded at home? For the most 

part, this plea is a simple evasion, sufficiently manifest in being the ut-

terance of those who are shamefully recreant to the very duty which 

they so vehemently urge. Were it not for a class of sincere but narrow 

Christians, besides them, who are beguiled by this sophistry, from a 

due consideration of their obligations to the heathen, it would not be 

worth while to enter upon its articulate discussion. 

     “A man convinced against his will, Is of the same opinion still” and 

no style of argument will carry conviction to one whose sole endeavor 

is to escape from responsibility. But candid minds may possibly be re-

covered from prejudices by which they have been unfortunately 

warped. It is to such alone the following considerations are adapted: 

     1. One plain duty cannot displace or cancel another. “This ought you to 

have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The principle is so ob-

vious as scarcely to admit of expansion, and yet it is amazing in how 
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many directions it is completely overturned. It is a great deal better to 

dance, say the lovers of pleasure, than to talk scandal: most assuredly, 

but we fail to perceive the alternative: why do either? It is better to steal 

than to kill: perhaps so, we do not deny a gradation in crime: but the 

same law forbids both. The apology is often offered for the poor ine-

briate: he is a toe to no one but himself: yet there are high and solemn 

obligations under which a man lies to himself, and he is a great offend-

er who tramples even upon them. Does it require long reflection to 

discover how this hollow reasoning cancels every duty in its turn, and 

in the destruction of all morality takes society to pieces by the joint? 

The question of evangelizing the nations of the earth, is very little af-

fected by any comparison we may institute with other and co-ordinate 

obligations. It is to be determined upon far different principles than the 

views we may chance to entertain of its relative importance. Do the 

heathen need the gospel as the only means through which they can be 

saved? Does it lie in the very frame and constitution of the Gospel, that 

it is intended for the human race, and is the property of no privileged 

class? Still more clearly: Is it the direct and positive command of our 

King that we shall bear His message of reconciliation to all the world? 

If so, then the duty is plain, and cannot be jostled out of its place by 

any other duty, however important. There may be junctures in which 

the claims of our own country may be particularly urgent, as at this mo-

ment in the suffering and dismantled South; yet it never can be other-

wise than that, “Beginning at Jerusalem, repentance and remission of 

sins shall be preached among all nations.” 

     2. The objection postpones indefinitely the world’s conversion. When will this 

pressure upon the home field be so far relieved that the undivided ener-

gies of the Church may be thrown out upon foreign enterprise? As well 

may we ask when a great city will be so far finished that the sound of 

the builder’s hammer shall not disturb the repose of its sleeping inhab-

itants. Never will the time come, in the most favored portions of Chris-

tendom, when the testimonial spire will point to heaven in every retired 

hamlet; when no feeble church shall anywhere depend upon charitable 

aid; when the outcast shall not need to be gathered into new folds from 

the hedges and the lanes where they now wander as sheep without a 

shepherd. If the Lord has a faithful seed to serve Him in any country, 

rest assured there will always be the seed of the serpent to confront 
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them in bitter warfare. The Church will never see her work done, nor 

her conflict ended, at any point on the surface of the globe; and to sus-

pend her efforts for the salvation of the heathen, until this be accom-

plished is, in parliamentary phrase, but a motion for its indefinite post-

ponement. It would be more truthful and manly to decline the Lord’s 

work outright, than to escape from it by an indirection of this sort; to 

say to the heathen, in plain terms, they must perish in their guilt, with-

out the gospel, than to hold up a false hope of distant relief, which the 

lapse of ages will never redeem. If the deadly opiate were ever with-

held, perhaps the Christians’ conscience would rouse from its torpor, 

and the great work be done at last with something of solemn earnest-

ness. 

     3. Consider the reflex influences of an expansive charity, which embraces 

the world in its scope, in redoubting the zeal of Christians at home. In 

fact, the two are not antagonistic, but correlative. It is one work, 

spreading in concentric circles, just as a stone, thrown upon the bosom 

of a lake, throws out rings which widen till they strike, on every side, 

the opposing shore. It is precisely against the schismatical tendencies of 

this objection, breaking up into parts that which is really one, we so 

urgently protest. Imbue the Church with the idea that the preaching of 

the gospel in the domestic field only presses out the borders of that 

enclosure which is to embrace at last the most distant tribes of the 

earth; and there will be a vast accession of power from the grandeur of 

the scale upon which her efforts are projected. It is the return stroke of 

the lightning which is most effective; and the charity which yearns over 

the heathenism of Asia, will be strangely inconsistent with itself if it 

does not return with intense longing to repair the desolations of Amer-

ica. 

     Who does not know the power of a great principle to rouse the 

dormant energies of the soul, and put it upon superhuman achieve-

ments? Every true hero is made such by the force of some exalted pur-

pose, which takes possession of the heart, and swallows up every thing 

foreign to itself. The glow of enthusiasm is felt through the entire be-

ing, which, by its kindling warmth, melts down every force of opposi-

tion; and a lofty courage bears the conqueror through every peril, until 

complete success shall throw around his head the halo of its own glory. 
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Such a purpose, not great, simply, but God-like, is that of the world’s 

conquest for Christ. The heart, of which it takes full possession, is 

made heroic. And if nothing less will satisfy its ambition than the whole 

world, how shall not this include the home evangelization? The eye, 

which at the center sweeps around the circumference of the circle, 

takes within its range every object which that circle encloses; and the 

sympathy which rests upon the heathen, afar off, will weep and work 

for the more guilty heathen at our own door. This explains the well-

known fact that all who are foremost in their zeal for foreign missions, 

are foremost in the propagation of the gospel in their own land. Show 

us a single heart, earnest for the conversion of the Gentiles, which is 

lukewarm to the progress of Christianity at home, and we will show 

hundreds indifferent to the heathen who never bestow an effort upon 

their neighbors at their side. In reality, all the schemes of evangeliza-

tion, both at home and abroad, are sustained by the liberality and the 

toil of exactly the same persons. 

     4. We disallow the objections upon the ground that it works a forfei-

ture of the Divine blessing upon the Church in our own land. It is needless to 

remind the reader how entirely the efficiency of the pulpit depends up-

on the co-operating agency of the Holy Spirit: “we have this treasure in 

earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 

not of us.” The highest gifts are exercised in vain, without the interven-

tion of Divine power. Paul may plant and Apollos may water, but it is 

God who giveth the increase. And the seed, buried in the soil, “abideth 

alone,” except it be warmed into life by the heat of the sun, and be ma-

tured by the dews and rain from heaven, so the Word perishes, without 

fruit, in the human breast, except it be quickened by the brooding ener-

gies of the Spirit, to whom the all-saving application of the gospel is 

officially assigned. How perilous then to trifle with duty and with God, 

on the part of those who are put in trust with this gospel for the whole 

world! May it not be well to consider whether there be any more certain 

way to defeat the best laid plans for the salvation of those around us, 

than by provoking the Almighty to withhold that blessing upon which 

the success of all human effort is acknowledged to depend? Through 

the channels of a universal commerce the gates of all nations are 

opened to the Church; and thus she is summoned by the voice of Prov-

idence to execute her high commission of bearing the gospel into all 
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lands. She may not shrink from the glorious enterprise, without forfeit-

ing every claim upon the Divine favor. We would not, indeed, pre-

sumptuously limit the Holy One of Israel in the exercise of His sover-

eignty; but the Church deals with God through the covenant which He 

has graciously formed with her, in which privilege and duty are insepa-

rably bound together. A divorce between these dissolves the bonds of 

the covenant itself, and works the forfeiture of that privilege which is 

attempted to be seized, without the duty which is its correlate. The en-

tire history of the Church, from the ascension until now, shows that 

the periods of her greatest purity and power, have been the seasons of 

her aggressive activity; and, conversely, that her days of sloth and ease 

have been marked by corruption, heresy and schism. “There is that 

withholdeth, but it tendeth toward poverty.” 

     5. This plea is particularly ungrateful in those who, upon that ground, would 

never themselves have known the gospel. Let us suppose the Apostolic Christi-

anity had rested contentedly within the limits of Palestine; or, at fur-

thest, had been satisfied with the territory which it conquered in Asia 

Minor, and in Greece – what then? Can it be overlooked that, but a 

few centuries ago, the region we now call Christendom, was the region 

of heathenish darkness? That the very ancestors of those, who would 

now lock up the gospel in the countries it has explored, worshipped 

beneath the oaks of the forest, according to the dark and bloody rites 

of ancient Druidism? The plea, which is good for our age, is equally 

good for every other; and upon this principle we, ourselves, had been 

idolaters of the darkest complexion. Verily, then, we are debtors, in the 

largest sense, to those portions of the world from which Christianity 

was first transmitted to us; and simple gratitude binds us to reciprocate 

the benefits which, ages since, they conferred. May God, in His infinite 

mercy, prevent us from sliding, like the Churches of the East, into hea-

thenism again, as the punishment of our indifference and sloth – con-

demned, a second time, to receive the gospel from those who, today, 

implore it at our hands! 

March 18, 1869 

     The apathy of the Christian world upon the subject of Foreign Mis-

sions is not sufficiently explained upon either of the two suppositions 

canvassed in preceding articles. A deeper cause must be found in a se-
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cret impression that the heathen may be saved without the knowledge 

of the gospel. It is not necessary that this thought should translate itself 

into speech. It exists often as a sentiment, where it is not announced as 

a doctrine – and is all the more dangerous when thus concealed in the 

mind. Many would shrink from the responsibility of defending it as an 

open statement, with a clear perception of its tremendous sweep, and 

against the whole array of Scripture testimony. But it can lurk in the 

corners of the soul, diffusing its narcotic influence over all its sensibili-

ties, without being recognized as a formal principle, approved by the 

reason and the conscience. 

     It is, moreover, an amiable theory – takes such gentle views of the 

laws of God – tones down the severity of that justice before which sin 

is ever quaking – and is so considerate of the vices of the heathen 

world, that your good people of exquisite sensibility glow with rapture 

over its discovery. It is, indeed, an appalling thought, that millions of 

the human race should be posting to the chambers of eternal death; 

and there are few, perhaps, who do not, at times, recoil from it, seeking 

some escape from the stern logic which compels its admission. Is not 

the Divine Being infinite in mercy, and shall we presumptuously shut 

up every channel but one to its outflow? Must not justice discriminate 

between those who have “sinned without law,” and those who have 

“sinned in the law?” Shall those perish forever who have never so 

much as heard of the great remedy for sin which the gospel reveals to 

us? Such are some of the generalities into which men retreat from the 

pressure of the terrible conviction that without the knowledge of the 

Scriptures the Gentiles are irretrievably lost – a conviction which not 

only shocks the sensibilities, but disturbs the ease of the slothful. We 

need not expand the thought. It is easy to see how this fatal skepticism 

will paralyze all exertion; and how comfortably it nestles in the indo-

lence which seeks exemption from toil, and in the sentimentalism 

which luxuriates in the pleasing and the soft. 

     But is it true? Reader, pause upon this question – the answer is preg-

nant with immortal destinies. If the heathen are independent of the 

gospel, and may find another road to heaven, it is the refinement of 

cruelty to proclaim it to them. It is better to exclude every ray of light 

from breaking in upon the blessed darkness which wraps them in such 
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happy security; these are the consequences, on the one side of this mo-

mentous question. But if, on the other, it should be a mistake; alas, 

how awful! Countless millions, lifting up their voices eternally, to chide 

the guilty blunder which deliberately closed against them the gates of 

Paradise! The presentation of the alternative seems to us to render all 

discussion impertinent. We only claim that it shall make the reader sol-

emn in this attention to the argument. 

     1. In the very front then, we place the reply that such a position discred-

its and impeaches the wisdom and goodness of God in providing a Savior at all. 

The pen trembles under the blasphemy of the bare suggestion, which 

probes the objection to its core and exposes its absurdity. We know 

that the gift of a Savior is the fruit of infinite love. “God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Who does not per-

ceive that the very pivot on which this proof turns, is the implied im-

possibility of salvation, to any without the gift of this Son? But if the 

heathen may be saved, simply through ignorance of the gospel, how 

much better it would have been to have had no gospel at all. Then all 

would stand upon the same footing, taking the equal chance of escap-

ing through the meshes of the law which we have alike broken; and all 

would be free from the responsibility of rejecting a Savior who was 

never given, to aggravate the doom which impenitence and unbelief are 

sure to bring upon the finally lost. This reasoning is not entirely our 

own. Paul seems to have anticipated it when he says: “If there had 

been a law given which could have given life, verily, righteousness 

should have been by the law; but the Scripture hath concluded all un-

der sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to 

them that believe.” The dilemma then is plainly this: either a Divine 

Savior is needed by all – in which case the heathen are as dependent 

upon the gospel as ourselves – or else, a Savior not being required by 

any, the Christian world has occasion to mourn over the light it enjoys, 

as sealing their eternal doom. The death of Jesus Christ, so far from 

proving to us the Divine love, was the saddest of all mistakes. The an-

gel, instead of proclaiming at His birth, “I bring you good tidings of 

great joy which shall be to all people,” did, in reality, chant the funeral 

dirge of a lost world, as he thus cancelled its last hope of life. The 

Apostles, who went everywhere preaching the Word, were the worst 
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 enemies of the human race; and we, so far from sending evangelists 

abroad, had better destroy the evangel ourselves, and subside at once, 

by a happy forfeiture of all knowledge, into pagan darkness & security. 

     It is horrible to write all this. Yes, reader, and it is horrible for you to 

think it – to have even the dark suspicion lurking in the recesses of 

your mind. It is infinitely better, because more truthful and manly, to 

drag it forth to the light; to translate it into those very horrible words, 

that you may look at both sides of the dreadful alternative, and know 

which of the two makes you shudder the most. If you cannot bear to 

think of myriads of heathens lost forever, because they have not the 

gospel, can you bear to think of countless myriads sinking into still 

deeper perdition, because they have the gospel! Can you bear to think 

that when the Divine compassion yearned over our apostate race, Infi-

nite Wisdom should devise only a stupendous blunder, and Infinite 

Love should turn out the refinement of cruelty? If feeling and senti-

ment are to be judged in this case, they will find cause to be staggered 

in a decision which impeaches at once the wisdom, love and mercy of 

God in providing a Savior for lost man. 

     2. The assumption that the heathen can be saved without the gospel 

is disproved by their actual moral condition in all periods of history. The classic 

reader need not be reminded of the testimony of Persius and Juvenal, 

of Seneca, Tacitus and Pliny, showing the dark picture of heathen mo-

rality, drawn by the Apostle Paul, to be in no degree overwrought. And 

the reports of modern explorers and tourists reveal the fact that the 

somber coloring has not faded in the lapse of nineteen centuries. We 

will not repeat the dreadful details, which anyone may read for himself 

in the first chapter of Romans. But what shall a God of infinite purity 

do at last with those upon whom these hideous blotches are found? 

And how shall the Lawgiver dispense with the penalty which says: “the 

soul that sinneth, it shall die?” 

     It is well, just here, to meet the fallacy upon which the whole theory 

is founded, which we are now discussing. It is, throughout, assumed by 

these sentimentalists, that the heathen will be condemned, simply be-

cause they have not embraced a Savior, of whom they never heard; and, 

further, that in the final judgment no discrimination will be made be-

tween them and sinners who have rejected the gospel. Either assump-
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tion is unfounded. In reference to both, Paul’s statement is expedient: 

“As many as have sinned without law, shall also perish without law; and as 

many as have sinned in the law, shall be judged by the law.” These two 

classes are placed, each under its own dispensation. But, mark! Paul 

does not say that those who have sinned without law shall escape, and 

find a broad road to heaven through the Divine compassion; but his 

fearful language is: they “shall PERISH without law.” And in the fol-

lowing verse he expounds the principle on which the judgment, in their 

case, will proceed: “For when then Gentiles – which have not the law – 

do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, 

are a law unto themselves, which show the work of the law written in 

their hearts; their consciences also bearing witness,” etc. Rom. 2:12, 15. 

The heathen, then, who transgress the law of God written in their 

hearts, will be condemned for that transgression, and in precise accord-

ance with the light and knowledge which they enjoy. The ground of 

condemnation will not be that they are without the gospel, but that 

they have violated that law to which their conscience bore witness; and 

the absence of the gospel has to do with their condemnation only so 

far that they are not saved from it through the gracious remedy which 

it provides. But the sinner in Christian lands, who dies impenitent, will 

be condemned, not only for his breach of the law, but also for his re-

jection of the Savior; and will thus perish under an aggravated doom. 

     3. We have the sure testimony of the scriptures, whose authority is final in a 

discussion like this. And this testimony might be presented under vari-

ous classifications. For example: those passages may be recited which 

directly affirm the dependence of all men upon the gospel for salva-

tion. Take but one instance out of many: “There is no difference be-

tween the Jew and the Gentile, for the same Lord is rich unto all that 

call upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 

shall be saved. How, then, shall they call on Him in whom they have 

not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 

not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” Equally deci-

sive is the whole passage in the first chapter of Romans, from the 18th 

verse to the end. Or we might group together those grand predictions 

of the world’s evangelization, which, like the beautiful rainbow, span 

the whole arch of the Bible, from the first promise in Genesis to the 

splendid visions in the Apocalypse of John. Or, we might eliminate this 
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 testimony, as it pervades the whole texture of Bible thought – involved 

in all its doctrines of justification by faith, and the impossibility of sal-

vation by works of the law. The result will be that every doctrine and 

every promise, every warning and every prophecy, will become a point-

ed testimony to the fact that without the cross of Jesus Christ the hea-

then are without hope forever. 

     4. It may be true that the gospel, if preached to the heathen, will be 

rejected by many, whose guilt will thus be proportionally increased. But 

all this is true at home as well as abroad; and constitutes as good a rea-

son for the suppression here, as well as there. This is, however, a very 

inadequate view of the matter. The gospel, where it goes, finds out the 

Lord’s hidden ones, “the remnant according to the election of grace.” 

Its presence, anywhere on the globe, is evidence that some are there 

who shall be saved through its agency. It is an infinite gain to rescue 

these, whether they be many or whether they be few, from the general 

wreck. Since all have broken the law, and are swept away by that deluge 

of wrath which is “revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men,” it is an infinite joy to rescue the few to whom 

the gospel proves “the power of God to salvation.” Whilst looking, on 

the one side, to those to whom it proves “the savor of death unto 

death,” let us not fail to regard those on the other, to whom it is “the 

savor of life unto life.” 

March 25, 1869 

     Newspapers, above all periodicals, demand variety. For this reason, 

perhaps, a series of articles upon one subject proves tedious, even when 

the topic is of admitted importance. Prudence, therefore, dictates that 

this discussion should not be protracted beyond the present number. 

The reader will, however, be generous enough to allow the threads, 

spun in preceding papers, to be woven in something like a web, in this. 

     Three principal objections against the work of Foreign Missions 

have been considered. First – That the enterprise is chimerical. Second 

– That the Church has enough to do at home. Third – That the hea-

then stand an even chance with ourselves to be saved, without the gos-

pel. 

     Avoiding, then, the repetition of what has been already written, up-
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on what general grounds may this great and solemn duty be enforced? 

     1st. We answer, upon the plain command of Christ, himself. Not to accu-

mulate testimony, take the broad commission of the Church: “Go ye, 

therefore, and teach all nations; and lo! I am with you always, even to 

the end of the world.” What can be more explicit than this? And the 

solemn occasion on which it is uttered makes it as imperative as it is 

clear. The great redemption has been accomplished, and just when the 

Lord is about to ascend to His mediatorial throne, He gathers His little 

flock around Him, and in the very act of parting, binds upon them this 

command, and enforces it with this peculiar promise. It is, henceforth, 

the charter upon which the Church claims all her privileges – the broad 

commission upon which she fulfils her important functions. The sole 

warrant upon which she preaches the gospel to one single human being, 

is the command to preach it to every human being upon the face of the 

earth. Who will dare to cancel this injunction, and thus to seal the lips 

of this witness for the truth? And is there less presumption in the at-

tempt to narrow the command, and to describe the parallels of latitude 

beyond which the voice of the herald shall not be heard? 

     In connection with this, the miraculous gift of tongues on the day 

of Pentecost was immensely significant. It indicated that this gospel 

should be proclaimed in all the languages into which the unity of hu-

man speech had been broken. When Parthians and Medes, and Elam-

ites, Cretes and Arabians, exclaimed in the streets of Jerusalem, “We do 

hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God!” this 

was, itself, a grand prophecy of the gospel’s final triumph, when “all 

the kingdoms of this world should become the kingdoms of our Lord 

and of His Christ.” By a symbol the most expressive, the Savior re-

newed His commission first given on the Mount of Olivet, saying, 

again: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea-

ture.” To us it is most impressive, that in the first exercise of His royal 

power, by which our Lord furnished evidence of his exaltation as a 

Prince and a Savior, He should also symbolize the Church’s work, and 

pledge her triumphant success. 

     2nd. Closely allied with the above, so as scarcely to be logically dis-

tinct, is the idea of the Gospel as a trust. If the Bible be a revelation from 

heaven, it is, by virtue of that fact, the inheritance of mankind. If the 
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death of Christ be an atonement for human guilt, we may no more mo-

nopolize it than the light we see, or the air we breathe. In the absence 

of any explicit directions, we might infer from the nature of these 

blessings, that we hold them under a strict requisition to give freely 

what we have freely received. Every Christian must exclaim with Paul, 

“the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which is committed to my trust!” 

     Nay, it was the peculiar distinction of the Hebrew Church that 

“unto them were committed the oracles of God.” Stationary as that 

Church was, anchored by her very ritual to one land, yet her mission 

was to keep the light of Divine knowledge burning brightly upon her 

altars, that its rays might pierce the surrounding darkness, and woo the 

nations within her pale. And it is an instructive fact that, when faithless 

to her sacred trust at home, she is cast forth, a weeping exile, to bear 

witness for Jehovah “by the rivers of Babylon.” For whilst that dismal 

captivity was visited upon them as a punishment for sin, it was none 

the less a Providential arrangement by which the heathen world was 

prepared for the advent of Christ. If stationary Judaism was thus trans-

formed, against its will, into a missionary agency, how much more 

must the Christian Church go forth upon her grand intinerancy – the 

trustee for the nations of this great salvation? 

     3rd. Springing from the bosom of this thought is another, that the 

heathen are sharers with us in the common ruin of the Fall. Even a pagan could 

say, “I think nothing human foreign from myself.” The “one blood,” 

of which God hath made all nations, is felt to be the bond of universal 

brotherhood. We are united by common toil and grief in a fraternity of 

sorrow. The instincts and passions which throb in every human breast 

are recognized as the badges of a common nature, which it is lawful to 

disown. Upon this principle, the tie of common guilt binds us to the 

heathen, with the strongest obligation. Equally related with ourselves to 

that “first disobedience” which “brought death into the world, and all 

our woe,” they are partners with us in this dismal inheritance. They lie, 

equally crushed, beneath the ruins of the first covenant; and to be in-

sensible to their wretchedness, is to violate the law of humanity with 

most atrocious cruelty. The solemnity of the thought lies in the crime 

we commit against ourselves in bursting the bonds of human brother-

hood, and trampling upon the purest impulses of human sympathy. 
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     4th. This duty is doctrinally involved in our living union with Christ, our Head. 

We do not speak here of the love and gratitude which we owe to the 

Savior, as an external benefactor. All this is very true, and it has often 

been addressed pungently to the Christian conscience. But it is too 

general and vague for the purpose we now have in hand. We mean to 

say that Christians, as the members of Christ, are led by this living un-

ion of their Head, to undertake and to accomplish all the work that is 

dear to his heart. Nor can we draw back from it without feeling the 

strain put upon all the cords that bind us to Him. Is Christ the Prophet 

that should come into the world, so that “No man knoweth the Father, 

save he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him?” Then are we, too, 

the Lord’s prophets, to bear the words of His revelation around the 

globe. He, the Prophet, now in His person withdrawn, discharges His 

office by the agency of those whom He has brought into union with 

Himself. Hence, at the ascension “He gave some, apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” 

“The Lord gave the Word; great was the company of those who pub-

lished it.” Is Christ a Priest? Then are we in Him “a royal priesthood,” 

to bear His own great atoning sacrifice, and lay it before the heathen, in 

the room of their bulls and goats, which can never take away sin. Is 

Christ a King? Then hath He appointed us as kings with Himself; that, 

sharing in the toil of conquest, we may share in His final victory, and 

sit down with Him upon His throne. 

     Let us reproduce the thought in a more particular and concrete 

form. The Father saith to the Son, “Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the 

heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost ends of the earth for 

Thy possession.” Now, how does the Redeemer comply with this con-

dition, and in what way does He ask of the Father? Undoubtedly by 

His simple presence in heaven, where He points to the stipulations of 

the covenant, and authoritatively claims His own. But, undoubtedly, 

also, by sealing His own petition upon the lips of His own believing 

people, and by teaching them to pray to this Father, “Thy kingdom 

come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven!” Sweet and tender 

thought! That in all our toils, and alms, and prayers, it is the Christ in 

us who longs to “See of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied!” And 

those supernatural gifts with which the Apostolic Church was for a 

time endowed, have they not their chief significance in showing the 
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close connection between the Church on earth and the great Head in 

heaven? – the pledge, too, to her, that all needed help should be hers, 

to the end of time, by which to fulfill her holy mission. 

     5. The Church can never desert the brave hearts which have given them-

selves to this blessed work. There will be those who rise above the 

skepticism and apathy of their times, who will see the pathetic gestures 

of their Lord pointing to those, stumbling upon the dark mountains of 

idolatry, and saying, “Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold;” 

and who will feel that, for Christ’s sake, they are “debtors, both to the 

Greeks and to the barbarians.” Can we sit down in our pleasant places, 

withholding sympathy and succor from our own representatives, who 

sacrifice country and home, and even life itself, to fulfill the duty which 

is common to us and them? All that is generous and true in the sancti-

fied heart utters a protest against selfishness so base and cruel. 

     In our own Church God has put the signal mark of His approval, 

within the year past, by raising up in the midst of her sons, a small but 

noble band of evangelists, who say, “Here are we – send us.”  

     But a short time since we saw ourselves cut off from the sympathies 

of Christendom, with our old ministry dying out, and no quarter from 

which its ranks could be recuperated. We spread forth our hands to 

Him whom we worship and obey as our Master and Head; and lo! 

there springs up, all over the Church, a large class of candidates, who 

are now under training, for the gospel ministry. And now, co-ordinate 

with this, seven or eight young missionaries have seized the banner of 

the Church, and planted it on heathen soil. What does God say in all 

this? “I will repair your wastes – and give you the men to go into the 

harvest; with this seal of my blessing I summon you to the great work 

for which the Church was instituted; and I give you the men who shall 

inaugurate that work, and so pledge you to its execution.” Such seems 

to us to be the plain interpretation of God’s providence to our South-

ern Church. Let the response from us be a solemn pledge to uphold, 

with sympathy and constant aid, all who go from our bosom to bring 

the nations unto God. 
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