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 It is such a privilege to address you this evening. My wife 
Elizabeth worked for Veritas when we got married in 2001. And so to 
see where this school has come in the past 13 years is truly 
encouraging. I’m sure your parents would say the same thing about you 
- thirteen years ago you were 5 years old, and now here you are, high 
school graduates! Whether you’re leaving home or not, you’re about to 
make that initial but decisive break from your parents and the life 
you’ve known for 18 years. You’re about to embark upon a journey, a 
quest perhaps, and no one on earth can tell exactly what will lie ahead. 
There will be stretches of peril and pain; there will be periods of peace 
and calm. There will be highs and there will be lows. There will be 
delights and there will be difficulties. My task this evening is fun – I 
get to be Galadriel at Lothlorien, giving the fellowship of the ring gifts; 
I get to be Watchful at the Palace Beautiful, equipping Christian for his 
journey and fight against Apollyon. But I don’t have anything concrete 
or physical for you; rather, I want to give you wisdom, directions and 
challenges that I hope will both sand some of the rough edges off your 
journey, and spur you on to do whatever it is that God has gifted and 
called you to do.  
 
I. Live life with two hands. 
 R. C. Sproul, Jr., once wrote that every pastor needs two hands 
– “on the one hand, on the other hand.” But it’s not just pastors who 
need two hands. Every Christian has to fight to maintain a Biblical 
balance in their theology and in their practice, what they believe and 
how they live; because every Christian is tempted to be unbalanced, to 
fall off the cliff on one side or other, to swing from extreme to extreme 
like a pendulum. When I was at LSU I played on the Ultimate Frisbee 
team, and we had a saying, “Two hands while learning.” When you 
were learning how to play the game, you needed to catch with two 
hands; once you grew proficient and confident you could catch with 
one hand. But in our lives and our doctrine, we never stop learning, 
and we never stop needing to use two hands to hold on to two things 
at once, and to reject two things at once. 
 What am I talking about? You’re going to find that there are 
all sorts of areas of life and doctrine where you will be prone to create 

false dichotomies, to live an either/or life, when God calls for a 
both/and life. Or you’ll vehemently reject one extreme, only to find 
yourself falling headlong into the opposite extreme, when wisdom 
demands a neither/nor life.  

For instance, I pray you’ve embraced the truth that salvation 
is by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone, not by 
works. Legalism is from the pit of hell. But many people who claim to 
reject legalism fall into another error from the pit of hell, the error of 
lawlessness, of saying, “Free from the law, O blessed condition, I can 
sin all I want and still have remission!” The gospel of Jesus Christ 
rejects both legalism and lawlessness; it says we’re saved by grace 
through faith and not by works, but we’re saved for good works. 
 Again, think about the Christian life. Some say, “Work hard! 
Struggle! Fight!” Others say, “Let go & let God! Sanctification is by 
faith alone! Just believe.” What does the Bible say? That the life of the 
Christian is one of BOTH diligence AND dependence – Paul can say, 
“I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within 
me.” And he can write, “Work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work 
for His good pleasure.” God at work keeps us from pride & despair; 
our call to work keeps us from passivity & presumption. 
 I could go on all night. 1) Believe that that Jesus is both God 
and man, and that He is both your substitute and your example. 2) 
Hold and speak the truth in love. 3) Be both bold and firm of 
conviction, and tender and gentle as we interact with other people. 4) 
Don’t be ashamed to call yourself a “worm” because you know your 
sinfulness, but always call yourself “sons and daughters of God” 
because you know your adoption. 5) Your worship should be filled 
with reverence and awe and gravity – and with gladness and gratitude 
and delight. 6) Be those who grieve deeply at the world around us, yet 
have a composure of soul as you rest in the sovereign providence of 
God. 7) Remember that you are dead to this world, not being of it, yet 
fully enjoy this world, being in it and being sent into it for the sake of 
King Jesus. 8) As you go off to college, live a life of contemplation and 
meditation – and live a life of action. 9) Be committed to sharing the 
gospel in word, and serving the lost in deeds of mercy and kindness. 
10) Be committed to knowing the truth, growing in godliness, and 
being careful to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs. Be 
known for your sound theology, your genuine and deep piety, and your 
engagement with the culture around you. 



 In all these areas, be like 5 year olds in a bowling alley – put up 
the bumpers on both sides. As Ecclesiastes 7:18 puts it, “It’s good that 
you grasp one thing and also not let go of the other; for the one who 
fears God comes forth with both of them.” Live life with two hands. 
 
II. Make history. 
 This flows out of another two-handed truth: God is sovereign 
over history, having decreed before the foundation of the world 
whatsoever comes to pass, and powerfully working all things according 
to the counsel of His will. But we are also responsible. He calls us to 
exercise dominion, to subdue the earth, to do whatever our hands find 
to do with all our might. God ordinarily works through second causes.  

Precisely because He has already written the story, I want to 
challenge you to make history. Go change the world. Go do 
something, whether big or small, to make this world even more 
incredible than it already it. Go serve the people around you. Go start 
a business to provide a product or service people need. Go impact 
someone’s life by a relationship with you. Raise children with a Biblical 
worldview and show them how to make history alongside of you. As 
Jeremiah puts it, go seek the welfare of the city where God has sent 
you as an exile. God has designed the earth and its resources for 
particular ends, but apart from your thought and skill and energy and 
creativity and planning and labor in channeling those resources, those 
ends won’t be promoted (John Murray, Principles of Conduct, 37). Go 
fulfill not only the great commission of Matthew 28, but the creation 
mandates of Genesis 1, going out into that little sliver of the world that 
God will situate you in to be salt and light for His glory. Realize that 
your good deeds aren’t only the fruit of the Spirit, they are anything 
you do to lessen the misery that sin and the curse has brought into this 
world. Do all that you do for God’s glory and the good of those around 
you. 

However the Lord lets you make history, have the humility to 
realize that you’re going to fail, and that your history is very probably 
going to be written over and built upon by someone else. Do any of 
you know what Betamax is? Or a Commodore 64? Or an eight track 
cartridge is? You might not even know what a cassette tape is! Don’t 
be afraid to fail, to lose, to be forgotten. If you’re working for the Lord 
and not for men then Colossians 3 and Ephesians 6 tell us that 
whatever good things you do, this you will receive back from the Lord; 

even if your inheritance on earth is small, you will receive the reward 
of the heavenly inheritance from the Lord you are ultimately serving. 

 
III. Redeem the time. 

If you’re going to make history, then you’re going to have to 
redeem the time, as Paul tells us in Col. 4 and Eph. 5. Make the most 
of every opportunity; carpe diem – seize the day. Live deliberately, on 
purpose. To redeem the time you’re going to have to learn to be 
organized, to use your time wisely. Keep a calendar. Don’t keep stuff 
in your head, but collect it all, then do what I tell my kids to do when 
they clean their room – ask yourself, “What is it and where does it go?” 
There’s a place for everything and everything needs to be in its place. 
Keep track of your projects, and ask yourself what the next action is 
to keep those projects moving along. If you can do it in less than two 
minutes, do it. Organize your to-dos by where you need to do them, 
and then when you’re there look at your lists and get to work!  

But to redeem the time you also have to stop working. One of 
the most important things I can tell you about redeeming the time is 
to remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, and to be involved as 
quickly as possible in a local church. Work and play hard six days, then 
rest on the Lord’s Day. Spend your Sabbath days with God’s people in 
worship and fellowship and serving those in need. Refuse to do 
homework on the Lord’s Day; don’t live like a slave to work or school. 
Join a church, whether as a full member or as an associate member, as 
soon as possible. Sit under the preaching of the word. The church is 
where you’ll hear the gospel, which you’ll need to hear over and over 
again in order to grow in grace and knowledge, and it’s where you’ll be 
spurred to love and good deeds. Get to know saints of all ages. Find a 
Paul – someone to pour into you; but also find a Barnabas – someone 
to encourage you; and a Timothy – someone you can pour into.  

The reason God tells us to redeem the time is because we don’t 
know how long we have on earth. In 1852, a 19 year old from 
Pennsylvania named Ashbel Green Simonton graduated from 
Princeton University and moved to Starkville, MS, to teach young 
boys. Eventually he returned home. Though he had grown up in a 
solidly Presbyterian home, it wasn’t until he came back home that the 
Lord converted him. He immediately sensed a call to the ministry, and 
while at Princeton Seminary he heard a sermon from Charles Hodge 
on the necessity of bringing the gospel to the nations, and applied to 
be a missionary. Appointed to Brazil, he moved at the age of 26 and 



began to learn the Portuguese language. Four years later, in 1862, a 
church was formally organized. But four years after that, at the age of 
34, he died of yellow fever. His work laid the foundation of what is 
now the Presbyterian Church of Brazil.  

You have no idea how long the Lord is going to keep you on 
this earth. Plus, as Paul says in Ephesians 5:16, the days are evil. There 
are a constant barrage of temptations that will soon be launched 
against you; they already have I’m sure, but they will come in earnest 
as you enter this new stage of life: Temptations to sexual immorality; 
to laziness; to intellectual arrogance; to greed and covetousness. Don’t 
waste time; use it for the Lord’s glory & the good of your neighbors.  

One of my favorite stories in the Bible is found in II Kings 6, 
when the Syrians come to Dothan, where Elisha is living, to capture 
him. Elisha’s servant woke up early that morning, and when he went 
outside, he saw an army with horses and chariots circling the city. He 
went and got Elisha and said, “What are we going to do?” And Elisha 
told him, “Don’t be afraid, for those who are with us are more than 
those who are with him.” The servant must have thought Elisha had 
gone mad – two weak men versus and entire army. Then Elisha prayed, 
“Lord, open his eyes that he may see.” And the Lord opened the 
servants eyes and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. All the servant could see at first 
was an intimidating army; but Elisha knew that the Lord was with him, 
he saw with the eyes of faith, and so he was not afraid. My prayer for 
you, as I’m sure it is the prayer of your parents and teachers, is that as 
you begin this new journey, you would know that the Lord is with you 
wherever you go. He is there to protect you, to provide for you, to 
encourage you and to rebuke you when you need it. I pray that you 
would see with the eyes of faith, and that the sight of God’s presence 
would lead you to think and live Biblically, living life with two hands, 
making history, and redeeming the time.  

 


