
 When my wife and I got married, we lived in a duplex in the Belhaven neighborhood of  
Jackson, Mississippi. The driveway was on the left side of  the house, and wrapped around the back 
side. There wasn’t enough room behind the house to turn around, and so you had to drive 
backwards down the driveway whenever you left. This was a scary experience, because on one side 
of  the driveway was the duplex, and on the other side was a drop off  of  about one to two feet. So if  
you didn’t stay centered in the driveway, you would either hit the house or fall off  the driveway, 
neither of  which would have been good things.  
 The Christian life is a lot like the driveway of  my duplex. There are two dangers that we face 
as we seek to live as disciples of  Jesus Christ: legalism and lawlessness. On the one hand, we can 
forget that we have been saved by grace alone through faith alone apart from works, and that even 
faith is an undeserved gift from God, not a work in which we can boast. On the other hand, we can 
forget that the grace that saves us is never alone, but that God has saved us for good works; as Paul 
says in Ephesians 2:10, “[W]e are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”   

As we travel down the driveway of  life, there are temptations to fall off  both sides, either 
into legalism or lawlessness, pride or presumption. We can think that the reason God has saved us is 
because we are so good or righteous or holy or smart enough to have faith in Jesus. We can boast in 
what we have done, rather than boasting only in what God has done for us in Christ Jesus (see I 
Corinthians 1:30-31). We can trust in ourselves that we are righteous and look down on other people 
with contempt (Luke 18:9). When we live this way we are adding to Jesus Christ; we are not walking 
straightly in line with the gospel, and are practically denying that justification before God is through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone, apart from good works (see Galatians 2:11-21).  

But the other danger is to live as if  good works don’t matter at all. It’s easy to presume upon 
grace, to “turn the grace of  God into licentiousness” (Jude 4), turning our freedom in Christ into an 
opportunity for the flesh (Galatians 5:13). Perhaps you’ve heard the little poem that goes, “Saved by 
grace, O blessed condition, I can sin all I want and still have remission!” The Bible is clear that such 
a philosophy is contrary to the gospel of  Jesus Christ: without holiness, no one will see the Lord 
(Hebrews 12:14). God has chosen His people to be holy and blameless before Him (Ephesians 1:4); 
He has predestined us to become conformed to the image of  His Son (Romans 8:29). Jesus died on 
the cross to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself  a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds (Titus 2:14). As Paul says in Romans 6:1-2 in response to the 
freeness of  grace through the finished work of  Christ, “What shall we say then? Are we to continue 
in sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?” We 
have been crucified with Christ, and have risen with Him so that we might walk in newness of  life. 
Each day God’s people must consider themselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus 
(Romans 6:11). No longer is sin our master, but God is; and His service is never burdensome, for 
His commandments are for our good (I John 5:3).  

Both of  these dangers are real, and they often go together, as we see in Jesus’ description of  
the Pharisees. The same men who exalted themselves before God and looked down on “tax 
collectors and sinners” lived lawlessly in God’s sight (see Matthew 5; Matthew 23). For in order to be 
saved by our works, we have to minimize and externalize the holy law of  God, so as to make its 
standard attainable. Thus we reject true righteousness; outwardly we appear righteous to men, yet 
inwardly we are full of  hypocrisy and lawlessness (Matthew 23:28). That’s why Jesus said that “unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of  the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of  
heaven” (Matthew 5:20) – because though they looked righteous on the outside, they really knew 
nothing of  true heart holiness.  

May the Lord grant His people to receive Christ truly (by faith alone), and walk in Christ 
answerably. May we obey not so that we might be saved, but because we have been saved by grace. 



May the grace of  God instruct us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, 
righteously and godly in this present age (Titus 2:11-12). May we know day by day that there is no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1), and out of  our knowledge of  
forgiveness may we day by day walk according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh, so that 
the requirement of  the Law might be fulfilled in us (Romans 8:4). May we be able to say with the 
psalmist, “If  You Lord, marked iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with 
You; that You may be feared” (Psalm 130:4).  

 


