
 If  you consider yourself  a Christian, have you ever paused to wonder how ridiculous 
Christianity appears to be to those outside of  it? You can hear the disbelief  that drips from the lips 
of  the skeptic: “Really? Do you seriously believe that a dead man came back to life and is still alive, 
and lives in ‘heaven’?” 

We see this sort of  mindset in the book of  Acts: Porcius Festus, in reporting to King 
Agrippa the state of  the apostle Paul’s case, summed up the essence of  Paul’s claims as referring to 
“a dead man, Jesus, whom Paul asserted to be alive” (Acts 25:19). When Paul had a chance to speak 
before King Agrippa and Festus, and declared that “by reason of  His resurrection from the dead 
[Christ was] the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles” (Acts 26:23), 
Festus said in a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of  your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.” 
Paul replied, “I am not out of  my mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter words of  sober truth” 
(Acts 26:24-25). For those last three words the Greek literally reads, “of  truth and rationality.” 

So, on the one hand we have the perspective of  Festus – Christianity is madness, sheer 
irrationality; if  you’re dead, you can’t be alive, and you can’t come back to life. And on the other 
hand we have the perspective of  Paul – Christianity is truth and rationality; a man who was also God 
died on a Roman cross, and on the third day rose from the dead, and lives forevermore as King 
alongside His Father in heaven, and will one day return in glory to judge both those who are alive 
when He comes and those who have already died.  

I sometimes wonder how many regular church-goers would be embarrassed to affirm on 
Monday what they claim to believe on Sunday. And yet it is the resurrection of  Jesus Christ that 
alone ultimately explains the rise and progress of  Christianity down through the centuries. It is the 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ that the living God affirms is the essence of  truth and rationality, no 
matter how irrational it appears to those outside. And it is the resurrection of  Jesus Christ that is the 
foundation of  the Christian’s hope.  

Many are willing to retain the shell of  Christianity while rejecting the peanut of  the 
resurrection. But the apostle Paul rejects such a course with complete honesty in I Corinthians 
15:17-19 – “If  Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then 
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If  we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we 
are of  all men most to be pitied.” If  you don’t believe in the resurrection of  Jesus, you might as well 
sleep in on Sundays. Because your faith is worthless, you have no hope for forgiveness of  your sins, 
death really is the end, and you are truly what the world thinks you are: a pitiable fool.  

But the truth is, “Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of  those who are 
asleep” (I Corinthians 15:20). And for that reason, our faith is not worthless; those who trust in Him 
alone are no longer in their sins, and so there is no condemnation for them before the bar of  God’s 
justice, for the resurrection of  Jesus is the confirmation that God has accepted His Son’s sacrifice; 
and those who die in Jesus Christ have not died, but live forever with Him, and when He returns 
they will be raised imperishable (I Corinthians 15:52; John 11:25-26).  

Bodily resurrection from the dead on the last day was not only the belief  of  the new 
covenant saints, but of  the old covenant saints as well. Jesus proves this in Matthew 22:29-32, 
arguing from God’s statement to Moses at the burning bush that He was the God of  Abraham, and 
the God of  Isaac, and the God of  Jacob; “He is not the God of  the dead but of  the living,” declares 
Jesus to the resurrection-denying Sadducees. Death does not break God’s covenant relationship with 
His people; they are still alive, though their bodies have decayed in the ground, and their souls will 
one day be reunited with their bodies to dwell with God as embodied souls forever. Thus Paul could 
appeal to King Agrippa, “For the king knows about these matters, and I speak to him also with 
confidence, since I am persuaded that none of  these things escape his notice; for this has not been 
done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? I know that you do” (Acts 26:26-27).  



If  you are a disciple of  Jesus Christ, therefore, confess unashamedly, with all God’s people 
down through the ages, the “ridiculous” truth of  the resurrection from the dead. It is your great 
hope, and the only hope of  those around you. 


