
How Amazing is Grace? 
 
 One of the most helpful books I’ve read is entitled Putting Amazing Back into Grace, by 
Michael Horton. From the title alone you can tell that the author worries Christians have forgotten 
how amazing the grace of God is. It’s so easy to sing John Newton’s great hymn, “Amazing grace, 
how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me...” But do we really believe that God’s grace is 
amazing? Is our understanding of grace something that would amaze others?  

The Bible’s teaching is clear: “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being 
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23-24); “For 
by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a 
result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9); “In the same way then, there has also come 
to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. But if it is by grace, it is no 
longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Rom. 11:5-6); our salvation is “to 
the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:6). 
When you see a turtle on a fencepole, you ask how it got there. When you see a Christian, you must 
ask how it happened. And the answer is “All of grace.” Unfortunately, all too often Christians take 
God’s grace for granted. It doesn’t surprise us or astound us anymore, if it ever did. Because our 
view of grace is so small, we think God is lucky to have us on His team. We are at heart Pharisees 
who trust in ourselves that we are righteous and view others with contempt (Luke 18:9). We are 
constantly tempted to think we are better than people around us, and we live our lives in shallow 
pride, selfishness, and fear. 
 Why do so many Christians have such a small view of grace? J. I. Packer, in his classic book 
Knowing God, explains, “The root of the trouble seems to be misbelief about the basic relationship 
between a person and God – misbelief rooted not just in the mind but in the heart.” He writes that 
there are four truths the Biblical doctrine of grace presupposes, four truths we have a hard time 
believing: 1) all men are sinners, guilty and unclean in God’s sight; 2) because of our sin, we deserve 
nothing but God’s just wrath; 3) we are unable to repair our broken relationship with God in our 
own strength; and 4) God does not owe grace to anyone. To profess belief in “grace” is to agree 
with Newton that we are spiritual and moral wretches who are in desperate need of God to do 
something to save us. Once we have a right view of our sinfulness and inability, then we are ready to 
hear about the grace of God, His “love freely shown toward guilty sinners, contrary to their 
merit…” (Packer’s definition). 
 In His grace, God has sent His Son into the world to save a countless number of sinners. 
Because of His perfect life and undeserved death, Jesus Christ is able “to save completely those who 
draw near to God through Him” (Heb. 7:25). Grace really is “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.” It 
is getting what we do not deserve. We do not merit His grace; we do not earn His grace. His grace is 
free and sovereign. He has mercy upon whom He has mercy; it does not depend on the man who 
wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy (Rom. 9:15-16). May the Lord surprise us 
daily with His grace. 
  


