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A Gospel Catechism 
By John Lafeyette Girardeau 

 

1. Are all men sinners? 

 Yes; all men are sinners. 

 

2. Are you a sinner? 

 Yes; I am a sinner. 

 

3. How do you know that you are a sinner? 

 The Word of God tells me, I am a sinner. 

 

4. How else do you know that you are a sinner? 

 My own conscience tells me, I am a sinner. 

 

5. In what ways are you a sinner? 

 I am a sinner, born so by nature. 

 

6. In what other way are you a sinner? 

 I am a sinner, by every-day practice. 

 

7. In what two ways, then, are you a sinner? 

 I am a sinner by nature and by practice. 

 

8. Are you a guilty sinner? 

 Yes; I am a guilty sinner. 
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132. What, then first of all, must you seek and pray for? 

First of all, I must seek and pray, That God would have 
mercy upon me, and give me His Holy Spirit, to con-
vince me of sin, to change my heart, and to enable me 
truly to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

133. When you are converted, what must you seek and pray for? 

When I am converted, I must seek and pray, That I 
may have strength to do every duty, to give up every 
sin, and to serve God with all my heart until I die. 

 

134. Who is the only strength of the believer? 

 Christ is the only strength of the believer. 

 

135. Is not Christ everything to us? 

 Yes; Christ is everything to us. 

 

136. What say the Scriptures about this? 

“Christ Jesus…became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.” (I 
Corinthians 1:30). 

 

LET US SING: 

[TO THE TUNE OF “THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE”] 

 

A guilty, weak and helpless worm. 

On Thy kind arms I fall; 

Be Thou my Strength and Righteousness, 

My Jesus and my All.  
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13. Do you deserve to die, because you have abused God’s good-
ness? 

Yes; I deserve to die, because I have abused God’s 
goodness. 

 

14. Have you come short of God’s glory, and your duty, in all 
things? 

Yes; I have come short of God’s glory and my duty in 
all things. 

 

15. If God should send you to hell for your sins, would He deal 
justly with you? 

Yes; if God should send me to hell for my sins, He 
would deal justly with me. 

 

16. If God should punish you with everlasting punishment, would He 
treat you just as you deserve? 

Yes; if God should punish me with everlasting punish-
ment, He would treat me just as I deserve. 

9. Have you broken God’s Law? 

 Yes; I have broken God’s Law. 

 

10. Is God’s Law a holy, just and righteous Law? 

 Yes; God’s Law is a holy, just and righteous Law. 

 

11. Do you deserve to die, because you have broken God’s Law? 

 Yes; I deserve to die, because I have broken God’s Law. 

 

12. Have you abused God’s goodness? 

 Yes; I have abused God’s goodness. 



 

4 

 

17. What kind of thing, then, is sin in God’s sight? 

Sin is a very offensive and abominable thing in God’s 
sight. 

 

18. What do the Scriptures say of the soul that sins? 

 “The soul who sins will die.” (Ezekiel 18:4) 

 

LET US SING: 

[TO THE TUNE OF “WHEN I SURVEY”] 

My lips, with shame, my sins confess 

Against Thy law, against Thy grace; 

Lord, should Thy judgments grow severe, 

I am condemned, but Thou art clear. 

 

Should sudden vengeance seize my breath, 

I must pronounce Thee just in death; 

And if my soul were sent to hell, 

Thy righteous law approves it well. 
 

20. Can you save yourself? 

 No; I cannot save myself. 

 

21. In your own strength, can you make yourself better? 

 No; in my own strength, I cannot make myself better. 

 

22. In your own strength, can you repent? 

 No; in my own strength, I cannot repent. 
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126. Will true faith in Christ lead you to try to serve God? 

Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to try to serve 
God. 

 

127. Will true faith in Christ lead you to pray every day? 

 Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to pray every day. 

 

128. Will true faith in Christ lead you to join the Church? 

Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to join the 
Church. 

 

129. Will true faith in Christ lead you to honor the Sacraments? 

Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to honor the Sac-
raments. 

 

130. Will true faith in Christ lead you to endeavor to keep all Christ’s 
commands? 

Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to endeavor to 
keep all Christ’s commands. 

 

131. If you are not willing to do all these things, have you any true 
faith in Christ? 

No; if I am not willing to do all these things, I have no 
true faith in Christ. 

 

131. Must you not, then, first of all, believe in Christ? 

 Yes; first of all, I must believe in Christ. 
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LET US SING: 

Jesus, the Name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 

’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

’Tis life, and health, and peace. 

 

120. How must you believe in Christ? 

 I must believe in Christ with my heart. 

 

121. What do the Scriptures say about believing with the heart? 

“With the heart a person believes unto righteous-
ness.” (Romans 10:10) 

 

122. Will true faith in Christ lead you heartily to repent of all your sins? 

Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me heartily to repent 
of all my sins. 

 

123. Will true faith in Christ lead you to be sorry for your sins? 

Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to be sorry for my 
sins. 

 

124. Will true faith in Christ lead you to part with every sin? 

Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to part with every 
sin. 

 

125. Will true faith in Christ lead you to love God? 

 Yes; true faith in Christ will lead me to love God. 
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24. In your own strength, can you do any good and saving work? 

No; in my own strength, I cannot do any good and 
saving work. 

 

25. What do the Scriptures say of the spiritually dead sinner? 

The sinner is “dead in trespasses and 
sins.” (Ephesians 2:1) 

 

LET US SING: 

[TO THE TUNE OF “OUR GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST”] 

 

How helpless guilty nature lies,  

Unconscious of her load! 

The heart unchanged can never rise 

To happiness and God. 

 

26. Are you, in yourself, a lost sinner? 

 Yes; in myself, I am a lost sinner. 

 

27. Can you save yourself from destruction? 

 No; I cannot save myself from destruction. 

 

28. If God does not save you, what must become of you? 

 If God does not save me, I must be lost forever. 

23. In your own strength, can you turn from your sins? 

 No; in my own strength, I cannot turn from my sins. 
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29. Are you, then, in yourself, undone? 

 Yes; in myself, I am undone. 

 

30. What do the Scriptures say of the poor sinner? 

The sinner is “poor and miserable and blind and na-
ked.” (Revelation 3:17) 

 

LET US SING: 

[TO THE TUNE OF “THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT”] 

 

Prostrate I’ll lie before His throne, 

And there my guilt confess; 

I’ll tell Him I’m a wretch undone, 

Without His sovereign grace. 

 

31. Is God out of Christ a Savior of sinners? 

 No; God out of Christ is not a Savior of sinners. 

 

32. Who is the Savior of sinners? 

 The Lord Jesus Christ is the Savior of sinners. 

 

33. Who is the only Savior of sinners? 

 The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Savior of sinners. 

 

34. Who is the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 The Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
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113. But is not God merciful to poor sinners?  

 Yes; God is merciful to poor sinners. 

 

114. How is God merciful to sinners? 

 God is merciful to sinners only in and through Christ. 

 

115. What is the only place where God will meet the sinner in peace, 
and show him mercy? 

The only place where God will meet the sinner in 
peace, and show him mercy, is the Cross of the dying 
Savior.  

 

116. Is there, then, no mercy for you, if you do not believe in 
Christ? 

No; there is no mercy for me, if I do not believe in 
Christ. 

 

117. What do the Scriptures say about believing? 

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he 
who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36) 

 

118. What is the only Savior of sinners? 

 The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Savior of sinners. 

 

119. What must you do to be saved? 

 I must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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106. If you do not believe in Christ, will praying save you? 

No; if I do not believe in Christ, praying will not save 
me. 

 

107. If you do not believe in Christ, will seeking religion save you? 

No; if I do not believe in Christ, seeking religion will 
not save me. 

 

108. If you do not believe in Christ, will joining the church save you? 

No; if I do not believe in Christ, joining the church 
will not save me. 

 

109. If you do not believe in Christ, will baptism, or the Lord’s Supper, 
save you? 

No; if I do not believe in Christ, baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper will not save me. 

 

110. If you do not believe in Christ, can any thing save you? 

 No; I do not believe in Christ, nothing can save me. 

 

111. What do the Scriptures say about the only foundation? 

“No man may lay a foundation other than the one 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (I Corinthian 
3:11) 

 

112. If you do not believe in Christ, will even God’s mercy save you? 

No; if I do not believe in Christ, even God’s mercy will 
not save me. 
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35. Which Person in the Godhead is Christ? 

 Christ is the Second Person in the Godhead. 

 

36. Is Christ God? 

 Yes; Christ is God. 

 

37. Did Christ the Son of God become a man? 

 Yes; Christ the Son of God became a man. 

 

38. Did God give his Son Jesus Christ to die for sinners? 

 Yes; God gave his Son Jesus Christ to die for sinners. 

 

39. What do the Scriptures say about God’s giving His Son? 

“God so loved the world, that He gave His only-
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 

40. What did Christ come into the world for? 

 Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

 

41. What do the Scriptures say about Christ’s coming to save sin-
ners? 

“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full ac-
ceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.” (I Timothy 1:15) 

 

42. Did Christ die to save sinners? 

 Yes; Christ died to save sinners. 
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43. Is Christ able to save sinners? 

 Yes; Christ is able to save sinners. 

 

44. What do the Scriptures say about Christ’s being able to save? 

“He is able to save forever those who draw near to 
God through Him.” (Hebrews 7:25) 

 

45. Is Christ willing to save sinners? 

 Yes; Christ is willing to save sinners. 

 

46. What does Christ say – “if anyone is thirsty”? 

 “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.” 

 

47. Is Christ able and willing to save the greatest sinners? 

Yes; Christ is able and willing to save the greatest sin-
ners. 

 

48. What do the Scriptures say about the chief of sinners? 

“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full ac-
ceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, among whom I am chief.” (I Timothy 1:15) 

 

49. Is Christ able and willing to save all sinners that come unto 
Him? 

Yes; Christ is able and willing to save all sinners that 
come unto Him. 
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101. What, then, must you do to be saved? 

 I must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

102. How, then, is a sinner justified and save? 

A sinner is justified and saved by grace, through faith 
in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

 

LET US SING: 

[TO THE TUNE OF “HOW SWEET AND AWESOME IS THE PLACE”] 

 

Jesus, how glorious is thy grace! 

When in thy name we trust, 

Our faith receives a righteousness 

That makes the sinner just. 

 

103. Who is the only Savior of sinners? 

 Christ is the only Savior of sinners. 

 

104. If you do not believe in Christ, will trying to serve God save 
you? 

No; if I do not believe in Christ, trying to serve God 
will not save me. 

 

105. If you do not believe in Christ, will trying to repent of your sins 
save you? 

No; if I do not believe in Christ, trying to repent of 
my sins will not save me. 

 

 



 

16 

93. Who did what God’s Law requires? 

 Christ did what God’s Law requires. 

 

94. Who kept the Law perfectly? 

 Christ kept the Law perfectly. 

 

95. Did Christ obey the Law in the place of sinners? 

 Yes; Christ obeyed the Law in the place of sinners. 

 

96. Who bore the curse of God’s Law for sinners? 

 Christ bore the curse of God’s Law for sinners. 

 

97. What does the Apostle say about Christ’s being made a curse? 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having 
become a curse for us.” (Galatians 3:13) 

 

98. What two things, then, did Christ do for sinners? 

Christ both kept the Law, and bore its curse, for sin-
ners. 

 

99. Whose righteousness, then, must you have to justify and save 
you? 

I must have Christ’s righteousness to justify and save 
me. 

 

100. How can you get Christ’s righteousness? 

God’s Free Grace can give it to me through faith in 
Christ. 
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50. What do the Scriptures say about this – “Let the one who 
wishes”? 

“Let the one who wishes take the water of life with-
out cost.” (Revelation 22:17) 

 

51. Will Christ cast out any sinner that comes to Him? 

No; Christ will not cast out any sinner that comes to 
Him. 

 

52. What does Christ say about not casting out him that cometh? 

“The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast 
out.” (John 6:37) 

 

53. How do you know that Christ is willing to save all sinners 
that come to Him? 

 Because Christ invites all sinners to come to Him. 

 

54. What is Christ’s invitation – “Come to Me”? 

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 

 

LET US SING: 

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 

Weak and wounded, sick and sore, 

Jesus ready stands to save you, 

Full of pity, love and power; 

He is able, 

He is willing, doubt no more. 
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55. Are you a sinner? 

 Yes, I am a sinner. 

 

56. Is Christ able and willing to save you  if you go to Him? 

Yes; Christ is able and willing to save me, if I go to 
Him. 

 

57. Does Christ invite you to go to Him? 

 Yes; Christ invites me to go to Him. 

 

58. When do you need salvation? 

 I need salvation now. 

 

59. May you not die soon? 

 Yes; I may die soon. 

 

60. When, then, ought you to go to Christ? 

 I ought to go to Christ now. 

 

61. What do the Scriptures say about the acceptable time? 

“Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.” (II Corinthians 6:2) 

 

62. Can you prepare yourself to go to Christ? 

 No; I cannot prepare myself to go to Christ. 
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88. What curse does the Law itself pronounce? 

“Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things 
written in the book of the Law, to perform 
them.” (Galatians 3:10).  

 

89. Is every unconverted sinner, then, under the curse of God’s 
Law? 

Yes; every unconverted sinner is under the curse of 
God’s Law. 

 

90. Can you deliver yourself from the awful curse of God’s Law? 

No; I cannot deliver myself from the awful curse of 
God’s Law. 

 

91. Can you, then, be saved by the Law? 

 No; I cannot be saved by the Law. 

 

92. What does the Law do? 

The Law convinces me of sin, and condemns me to 
death. 

 

LET US SING: 

[TO THE TUNE OF “GOD MOVES IN A MYSTERIOUS WAY”] 

 

In vain we ask God’s righteous Law 

To justify us now; 

Since to convince and to condemn 

Is all the Law can do. 
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80. What does God’s Law require us to do? 

God’s Law requires us to work out a perfect right-
eousness. 

 

81. Can you work out a perfect righteousness? 

 No; I cannot work out a perfect righteousness. 

 

82. Can you do, then, what God’s Law requires? 

 No; I cannot do what God’s Law requires. 

 

83. Have you any righteousness of your own which is worth any-
thing? 

No; I have no righteousness of my own which is 
worth anything. 

 

84. What do the Scriptures say of our righteous deeds? 

“All our righteous deeds are like a filthy gar-
ment.” (Isaiah 64:6) 

 

85. Can, then, your righteousness justify and save you? 

 No; my righteousness cannot justify and save me. 

 

86. Can any works you do justify and save you? 

 No; no works I do can justify and save me. 

 

87. What do the Scriptures say about the works of the Law? 

“By the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in 
His sight.” (Romans 3:20)  
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63. How then ought you to go to Christ? 

I ought to go to Christ now; and I ought to go just as I 
am. 

 

LET US SING: 

Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 

64. Can you go to Christ, and be saved, unless you are “born again?” 

No; I cannot go to Christ, and be saved, unless I am 
“born again.” 

 

65. What must every sinner first be, before he can be saved? 

Every sinner must first be a “new creature,” before he 
can be saved. 

 

66. What, then, must you have before you can be saved? 

 I must have a new heart, before I can be saved. 

 

67. Why must your heart be changed? 

My heart must be changed because it is altogether cor-
rupt and sinful. 

 

68. What do the Scriptures say about the heart? 

“The heart is more deceitful than all else and is des-
perately sick; who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) 
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 69. Who is it that changes the sinner’s heart, and makes him a new 
creature? 

The Holy Spirit changes the sinner’s heart, and 
makes him a new creature. 

 

70. Who is the Holy Spirit? 

 The Holy Spirit is the Third Person in the Trinity. 

 

71. Is the Holy Spirit God? 

 Yes; the Holy Spirit is God. 

 

72. What does Christ say about a man’s being born of the Spirit? 

“Unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5) 

 

73. What more does He say about being born again? 

“Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’” (John 3:7) 

 

74. What, then, must you be, in order to be saved? 

I must be “born again” and be “a new creature” in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

75. Ought you then to pray that the Holy Spirit may give you a 
new heart, and enable you to go to Christ? 

Yes; I ought to pray that the Holy Spirit may give me 
a new heart, and enable me to go to Christ 
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  LET US SING: 

[TO THE TUNE OF “AMAZING GRACE”] 

Our nature’s totally depraved, 

The heart a sink of sin; 

Without a change we can’t be saved, 

We must be born again. 

Spirit of life, thy grace impart, 

And breathe on sinners slain; 

Bear witness, Lord, in every heart,  

That we are born again. 

 

76. What is coming to Christ? 

Coming to Christ is believing on Him – trusting in 
Him for salvation. 

 

77. What did Paul tell the jailor he must do to be saved? 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved.” (Acts  16:31) 

 

78. What, then, is the first and great thing you must do? 

The first and great thing I must do, is to believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

79. Can an unconverted sinner do what God’s Law requires? 

No; an unconverted sinner cannot do what God’s 
Law requires. 

 

 

 


