
Do You Believe What You Sing? 
 

 We sing it all the time, but do we really believe it? Do we really understand it? “Amazing 
grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me; I once was lost, but now am found, was 
blind but now I see.” John Newton’s famous hymn is so familiar to us, but even the church often 
resists the truths it expresses. Have you ever thought about what you are actually saying when you 
sing “Amazing Grace,” and do you actually believe it? 
 In the first place, do you believe that in and of  yourself  you are a wretch? In the second 
place, if  you have been saved, do you attribute your salvation solely to grace? Let’s unpack those two 
questions. 

First, do you believe that, apart from God’s grace, you are sinful and miserable? Do you 
know yourself  to be depraved of  heart, despicable in your thoughts, words, and deeds, and 
deserving of  God’s judgment? Do you agree with Jesus that you are evil (Matthew 7:11; Mark 
10:18)? Do you know that without God, without trust in the finished work of  Christ, you are 
without hope (Ephesians 2:12; I Thessalonians 4:13)? Do you believe that apart from God’s grace 
you are lost, unable to find yourself, and unable to find your own way out of  your lostness? Do you 
believe that apart from God’s grace you are blind, unable to see, unable to make yourself  see? 

It’s easy to sing “Amazing Grace,” but when pressed, to disagree that by nature we are 
wretches. “I’m basically a good person,” we might think. “I’ve done lots of  good things in my life. 
I’m no mass murderer. I’m not lost, I know where I am. I’m not blind, I can see just fine. I don’t 
need much of  anything. Life is good.” From God’s perspective, however, by nature all of  us are 
“dead in trespasses and sins,” “sons of  disobedience,” “children of  wrath,” living “in the lusts of  
our flesh, indulging the desires of  the flesh and of  the mind” (Ephesians 2:1-3; see Titus 3:3). We 
stand in need of  salvation – from sin’s deadly penalty (the wrath of  God our sin deserves), from 
sin’s enslaving power, and from sin’s very presence. 

This brings us to the second question: if  you recognize that you’re a wretch, but that you’ve 
been saved, do you give God and His grace all the credit for your salvation? Do you believe what 
you sing, that it is grace that found you and made you see? Do you believe that it was God and God 
alone who made you alive (Ephesians 2:4-5), caused you to be born again to a living hope (I Peter 
1:3), granted you the ability to come to Jesus (John 6:44, 65), and opened your heart to respond to 
the good news of  Jesus’ sinless life and undeserved death (Acts 16:14)? Do you affirm that God 
saved you, not on the basis of  deeds which you had done in righteousness, but according to His 
mercy, according to His own purpose and grace which were granted you in Christ Jesus from all 
eternity (Titus 3:5; II Timothy 1:9)? Do you confess that even your faith and repentance are gifts of  
grace, not from yourself, not earned, and not deserved (Philippians 1:29; Ephesians 2:8; Acts 11:18; 
Acts 18:27; II Timothy 2:25)? 

Again, it’s easy to sing “Amazing Grace,” but still want to claim some part of  the credit for 
salvation. Rather than remain gifts of  God’s grace, faith and repentance and good works become 
something that we contribute to our salvation as a result of  our own free will. We were the smart 
ones, the wise ones, the righteous ones, the strong ones, who accepted Jesus and turned from sin by 
our own power and natural ability (but see I Corinthians 1:26-31). On this account of  salvation, the 
reason we were born again is because we believed – rather than recognizing with John Newton that 
it was the sweet and amazing and free grace of  God that made us alive, that found us, that enabled 
us to see and believe in Christ.  

The Bible teaches, not that sinners save themselves, or that God helps sinners save 
themselves, but that God saves sinners. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit work together to 
sovereignly, powerfully, purposefully, and lovingly rescue a great multitude that no one can count, 
from every tribe, tongue, people and nation (Revelation 7:9). He saves sinners for His glory, to the 



praise of  the glory of  His grace (Ephesians 1:6). We cannot boast not in ourselves, but in Him, that 
“by His doing we are in Christ Jesus” (I Corinthians 1:30). 

In the words of  Isaac Watts (the author of  “Joy to the World” and “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross” and a host of  other familiar hymns), “Why was I made to hear your voice, and 
enter while there’s room, when thousands make a wretched choice, and rather starve than come? 
’Twas the same love that spread the feast that sweetly drew us in; else we had still refused to taste, 
and perished in our sin” (from “How Sweet and Awesome is the Place”). That’s why we thank God 
for our salvation, and that’s why we ask God to save those who are lost – because grace really is 
amazing.  

  


